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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


Should reckon it a Matter of great Importance, 
I if I knew how to beſpeak the ſerious Attention 
of the Reader to one of the greateſt Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, 2 of the greateſt Concernment 


to himſelf. 


And though the Subject is particular, and ſeems 
only to relate to one Point, yet the Things which 
will here come under Conſideration, will extend to 
Matters of the moſt general Moment, and contain 


| f the moſt affecting Reaſons to awaken and convert 
the Heart both of the De, and the Chriſtian. 


For it is my Intent ſo to ſearch and lay open 
the true Grounds and Reafons of the Chriſtian 


' New-Birth, that the Things ſaid, may equally reach 
both theſe ſorts of Readers. 


For the Deiſts, and Unbelievers, have a great 


Share of my compaſſionate Affections, and I never 
can think, or write of the infinite Bleſſings of the 


Chriſtian Redemption, without feeling in my Heart, 
A 2 an 


TINTRODUCT:ION: 


an impatient Longing to ſee them the happy Par- 
takers of them. And as one naturally believes, 


what one ſtrongly wiſhes; ſo I cannot help hoping, 


that both Chriſtians and Drifs will here find Truths 
of ſuch a Nature, as muſt in ſome Degree touch 


fron, 
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their Hearts, if not read with Prejudice and Awver- 
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NATURE and NECESSITY 


OF 


R E GE NE RAT ION, 


O e 


NE W-BIR T H. 


(1.) AN was created by God after his own 

M Image, and in his own Likeneſs, a living 

Mirror of the divine Nature; where Fa- 

ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, each brought forth their 
own Nature in a creaturely Manner. 

(2.) As the Son, who is begotten of the Father, is 
the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the Holy 
Ghoſt proceedeth from the Father and the Son, as an 
amiab!:, moving Life of both ; ſo it was in this created 


Image of the Holy Trinity. In it, the Father's Na- 


ture generated the Nature of the Sor, aud the Holy 

Ghoſt prcceeded from them both, as an amiable, 

moving Life of both.“ This was the Lene or 

Image of God, in which the firſt Man was created, a 

B true 

| 4 

* Sce An Appeal to Deiſts, Arians, Ec. c. 1. p. 5 

to 58. 
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* + 

true Offipring of God, in whom the divine Birth ſprung 
up as in the Deity, where Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt faw themſelves in a creaturely Manner. 

(3.) In the divine Nature the Father cannot poſſibly 
be ſeparated from the Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt from 
both, or either of them. But ſuch Separation could 
come to paſs in the Trinity, become creaturely, or in 
the created living Image of the Trinity. 

(4.) If ſuch Separation could not have happened, 
Man could net have fallen out of Paradiſe ; for ſo long 
as this Image of the Holy Trinity continued unbroken, 
ſo long it muſt be in Paradiſe, Heaven, or the King- 
dom of divine Joy. 

(5.) But that this Separation could happen in this 
created Image of the Trinity, viz. that the Birth of 
the Sen, and the Ariſing or Proceeding of the Holy 
Ghoſt, could be ſeparated or laſt, is alſo certain; be- 
cauſe Man is actually fallen out of Paradiſe into this 
poor, wretched, periſhable World. 

(6.) Whilſt Man continued an unbroken Image of 
the holy Trinity, he was neceſſarily in Paradiſe, in 
the open Enjoyment of the Kingdom of God. He 
ſtood indeed upon the Earth, and with the /ame out- 
:vard World about him, as we do now; but Paradiſe 
was over all, the Cover of all ; and therefore he nei- 
ther /azv nor felt either his own outward Body, or the 
Things of this outward World, in the manner, as we 


noa ſee, and feel them, His own dark, groſs, heavy, 


fleſhly Body, which appeared after the Fall, and the 
naked Groſſneſs, Heawineſs, Darkneſs, Diſcord, Contra- 
riety, and Enmity of the Elements of this outward 
World, the Strife of Heat and Cald, of Storms and 
Tempeſis, were Things /upprefjed in Paradiſe, and as en- 
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tirely hid from his Eyes, as the Darkneſs of the Night 


is hid from our Eyes by the Light of the Day. 


(7.) This is plainly taught us in the holy Scripture, 
where it is ſaid of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, before 
the Fall, that hey awere naked, and were not aſhamed. 
And again, after the Fall, it is ſaid, their Eyes avere 
opened, and they ſaw they <wwere naked, and through 
Shame ſought for a Covering. It is not ſaid, they 
/aw their Nakedneſs in Paradiſe, but that #-0gh they 
were naked, that is, had ſuch Bodies as afterwards 
appeared to be naked, yet they were not aſhamed. And 
the Reaſon of their not being aſhamed, was becauſe 
that Nakedneſs was not then viſible, could not ther 
ſew itfelf, but was concealed and covered from them 
by their para. liſical Glory; but as ſoon as by Sin, they 
died to the paradiſical Life and Glory, then they /a<v 
their Nakedneſs, which Sight filled them with Shame, 
and Confuſion, 

(8.) From theſe two Paſſages of Scripture it is moſt * 
plain, firft, that another ſort of Seeing, or another 
Sight of Things, was opened in Adam after the Fall, 
than that which he had before it: For he then first 
ſaw his own Nakedneſs, and therefore firſt alſo then 
ſaw the outward World, with ſuch Eyes as he ſaw his 
own Body, that is, in the ſame State of Nakeareſs, 
as he ſaw himſelf, deſtitute of its paradifical Glory. 
Secondly, That before his Fall, his Seeing was divine, 
by means of a divine Light, ſhining forth from the 
KincpoM or Gob, that was then not hid, but power- 
fully opened within him. It was then with him, as 


with the heavenly City, of which St. Jol ſays, 
I. had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 
nn it; for the Glory of God did enlighten it, and the 


B 2 Lamb 


(4) 
Lamb is the Light thereof, Rev. xxi. 23. Thirdly, 
That after the Fall, when the Image of the holy 
Trinity was broker in him, this divine Light departed 
from him, and he was left to the firmamental Light of 
this World, to the Light of Bea/s, to ſee himſelf, 
and all other outward Things, in 20 other Light and 
Glory, but ſuch as the Sun, Stars, and Elements caſt 
upon one another, Thus he ſtood with regard to this 
outward World, a poor Priſoner of this earthly Life, 
as much under the Power and Slavery of the Ele- 
ments, as his Fellow-creatures the Beaſts. 

(9.) Paradiſe being departed from the Earth, (which 
before kept all in harmony) now Diſcord and Con- 
trariety broke forth in a// the Elements, and Ani- 
mals upon it. The Elementary Nature in Man, and 


| Beaſts, was in the /ame Diſorder with the outward Ele- 5 


ments and Stars. From this time Storms and Tempeſts, 
T bunders and Lightnings, Earthquakes, and all ſorts of 
Strife and Contrarieties through all temporal Nature ; 
and in Man, and other Animals, aroſe the ſame Di/- 
guiet ; for the Elements in and without man, were of 
the ſame Nature, and therefore ated upon one ano- 


ther. Hence, Heat, Cold, Pain, Sorrow, Fear, Diſ- 


quiet, Diſeaſes, Sickneſs and Death, came upon Man, 
fallen out of Paradiſe into this World. 

(10.) This was the State of the World, and of 
Man in it, after that Paradiſe was retired from it; 
when, inſtead of the Light and Glory of Paradiſe, 
which before made it all Peace and Unity, and a ſweet 
Habitation of Divine Joy, it had now only the Light 
of the Sun, which could only keep the Elements in 


fuch Harmony, and Diſcord, as we now ſee in the 


World. Thus ſtood Man in this outwvard World ; 


let us now look at the inward State of his Soul, and 
ſee 


itſelf 
unabl 
and | 
or ſu; 
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Devi 
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ſee What Condition he was of, in the inward, and 
ſpiritual World. | 

(11.) We have before ſhewn, that Man was created 
a living Image of the holy Trinity in Unity, that 
the Divine Birth aroſe in him, and hat Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt ſaw themſelves in him, in a creaturely 
Manner. 36 
Now by his Tranſgreſſion ht Image of the Holy 
Trinity was broken; the Generation of the Son, or 
Mord, and the Proceeding of the Holy Ghoſt in him, 


9 was at an End, in the Day that he ſinned, in hart Day 


he died this Death. © And therefore what was he as to 
his Soul? What muſt be ſaid of 'it? It was ſomething, 
that was deprived of that Birth, which was the Bright- 
neſs of its Glory, and which ſhould be THAT to it, which 
the Sen of God 7s to the Father; it wanted that Spirit, 
which was its amiable Life, and which was to be THAT 
to it, which. the Holy Ghoſt is to the Father, and the 
Son. 

Yet the Soul was ſill a Life, an wnperiſhable Life, 
that could not be diſſolved, or ceaſe to be. Now ſee- 
ing every Life, whether ſpiritual or corporeal, conſiſts 
in Fire, or rather 7s Fire; therefore we may ſay of 
the Soul in this State, hat it is a ſpiritual dark Fire. 
breath, an Anger. Fire, that muſt heat, and torment 
itſelf with its ozw# inward burning Strife, and yet be 
unable to reach, touch, or obtain any Spark of Light 
and Love, to make its Fire-Life ſweet and amiable, 
or ſuch a Flame of Fire, as Argels are ſaid to be. 

(12.) This was the State of the Soul after the Fall, 
when the Birth of the Son of God, and the Proceeg- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt was zo more to be found, or 
felt in it. It was in the Sate and Condition of the 
Devils, who in their Fallen Nature, are from Flames 
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"LE 
of Leve, become this ſpirityal, dark, raging, aking 
Fire-breath, that can draw no Light of Love into it. 

And the.Reaſon why, even the moſt profligate Per- 

ſons do not fully know, and perceive their Souls to be 
in this miſerable State, a dark Root of ſelf-tormenting 
Fire, 1s this, becauſe the Soul, tho' thus fallen, was 
ſtill anited to the Blood of an human Body, and there- 
fore the /wwee?, and chearing Light of the Sun, could 
reach the Soul, and do that for it in ſome Degree, and 
for ſome Time, which it does to the Darkneſs, Sharp- 
neſs, Soureneſs, Bitterneſs, and Wrath that is in outward 
Nature, that is, it could enlighten, faveeten, and chear 
it in a certain Degree. 
But as this is not its ows Light, that is, does not 
ariſe in the Soul itſelf, but only reaches it by means 
of the Body; ſo if the Soul hath in his time got no 
Light of its 4uz, then, when the Death of the Body 
breaks off its Communion with the Light of this World, 
the Soul is left a mere dark, raging Fire, in the State 
of Devils. 

And if all the Light of this World was to be 7m- 
mediately at once extinguiſhed, all human Souls that 
were not in ſome real Degree of Regeneration, would 
immediately find themſelves to be nothing but the rage 
of Fire, and the Horror of Darkneſs. 


(13.) Now, though the Light and Comfort of this a8 
outward World, keeps even the worſt of Men from 37 
any conſtant, flrong Senſibility of that wrathful, fiery, 9 
dark, and ſelf-tormenting Nature, that is the very bid, 


Eſſence of every fallen, unregenerate Soul ; yet every 
Man in the World has, more or leſs, frequent and 
ſtrong Intimations given him, that % it is with him, 
in the inmoſt Ground of his Soul. 

How many Inventions are ſome People forced to 
have recourſe to, to keep off a certain inward Un- 


eafineſs 
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= e2afine/s, which they are afraid of, and know not 
"7 whence it comes ? Alas, tis becauſe there is a fallen 
Spirit, a dark aking Fire within them, which has never 
had its proper Relief, and is trying to diſcover itſelf, 
and calling out for Help, at every Cęſſation of wordly Joy, 
Why are ſome People, when under heavy Diſap- 
fointments, or ſome great worldly Shame, at the very 
Brink of Diſtraction, unable to bear themſelves, and 
defirous of Death of any kind? Tis becauſe worldly 
Light and Comforts, no longer acting fweetly upon the 
Blood, the Soul is 4% to its own dark, fiery raging Na- 
ture, and would deſtroy the Body at any rate, rather 
than continue under ſuch a Senſibility of its own 
Twwrathful, ſelf-tormenting Fire. 
Who has not at one time or other felt a Sourneſs, 
Wrath, Selfiſhneſs, Envy and Pride, which he could 
not tell <vhat to do with, or how to bear, rifing up in 
him without his Conſent, caſting a B/akne/s over all 
his Thoughts, and then as ſuddenly going off again, 
either by the Chearfulneſs of the Sun, or Air, or ſome 
agreeable Accident, and again, at times, as ſuddenly 
returning upox him? Sufficient Indications are hee 
to every Man, that there is a dark Gueft within him, 
concealed under the Cover of Fleſh and Blood, often 
lulled aſſeep by worldly Light and Amuſements, yet ſuch 
as will, in ſpite of every thing, ſhew itſelf, which 
if it has not 4ts proper Relief in this Life, muſt be 576 
Torment in Eternity. And it was for the ſake of this 
hidden Hell within us, that our Bleſſed Lord faid 
when on Earth, and ſays now to every Soul, Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you Reſt. 
For as the Soul is become this Se/f-tormenting Fire, 
only becauſe the Birth of the Son of God was extin- 
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(8) 
guiſhed in it by our firſt Parents; ſo there is #0 other 
poſſible Remedy for it, either in Heaven or Earth, 
but by its coming to this Son of God, to be born 
again of him. 

Oh poor Unbelevers, that content yourſelves with 
this Foundation of Hell in your Nature, and either 
ſeek for 10 Salvation, or, what is worſe, turn your 
Backs with Diſregard on the one only Saviour, that 
God himſelf can help you to ! 

Think not of ſaving yourſelves, It is no more in 
your Power, than to ſave the fallen Spirits that are in 

Hell; you can no more do the one than the other. 
Talk not of the Mercy and Goodneſs of God; his 
Mercy is indeed infinite, and his Goodneſs above all 
Conception; but then the [:finitene/s of it conſiſts in 
this, that he of his own mere Mercy found out, and 
offered this Saviour to all Mankind, becauſe in the 
Nature of Things, nothing * leſs than this Saviour 
could redeem them. 

_ Therefore to rely upon a Mercy of God, that is 
not within the Chriſtian Scheme of it, is to rely upon 
a Fichian of our own Minds; becauſe all the Mercy 
that God can ſhew to Mankind, a/ that his on- 
nipotent Love can do for them, is done and offered 
to them in, and through the Redemption of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

If either Devils, or loft Souls could poibly be an- 
nihilated, neither of them would by the Goodneſs of 
God, be ſuffered to exift in Miſery, for Miſery's ſale. 
But a Man may as well expect that his Soul ſhall be 
annihilated thro' the Goodneſs of God, though An- 
nihilation is impoſſible, and what cannot be done, 
as to expect to be ſaved thro' the divine Goodneſs, 
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without the Mediation of the Son of God, when 
the Birth of the Son of God in the Soul, is the one 
9 -1y Salvation, that the Omnipotence of God can be- 


ſtow upon him. 
Therefore to chuſe or rely upon ſome other Goodneſs 
of God, beſides that, which he has offered to us in 


þ { Jeſus Chriſt, is the moſt dreadful Miſtake that can 


4 befal any Man, and muſt, if perſevered in, leave 


him out of the Poſibility of any Kind, or Degree of 
Salvation, For as the Son of God is the Brightneſs 


and Ghry of the Father, ſo no Soul made in the Like- 


neſs of God is capable of any Degree of Brightne/s 
and Glory, but ſo far as the Birth of the Son of God 


zs in it; therefore to reje& i Birth, to refuſe this 
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Method of Redemption, is to reject all the Goodneſs, 


that the divine Nature itſelf hath for us. 

(14.) But to return. I have ſhewn in few Words 
the original Dignity and Glory of Man's Creation and 
State in Paradiſe, and the lamentable Change, that 
the Fall has brought upon him, 

From a divine and heavenly Creature, he is ſo 
wretchedly changed, as to have inwardly the Nature, 
and dark Fire of the Devils, and outwardly the Nature 
of all the Beaſts, a Slave of this outward World, 
living at all Uncertainties, amongſt Pains, Fears, Sor- 
rows, and Diſeaſes, till his Body is forced to be re- 
moved from our Sight, and hid in the Earth, 

Now from this ſhort View of «hat Man is fallen 
From, and what he is fallen into, we may ſee at once 
in the ſtrongeſt Light the divine Excellency and abſo- 
lute Nece//ity of thoſe Doctrines of our bleſſed Lord, 
calling us to all Kinds of renouncing the World, to ſo 


many Ways of denying all the Paſſions and Inclinations 
of Fleſh and Blood, Was 
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(wo) 


in the very fir State in which God made it and us, 4 


there would be ſome Foundation for ſaying, as ſome 
do, What are all theſe Things for, if they are not to be en- 


Jed? Why have WWE theſe Paſſions and Inclinations, 71 . 


Fully anſwered, as ſoon as it is known, that the Air ft 
State of Things is quite altered; 
not created to be in this World in the Manner we are 
now in it that Paradiſe was our firf? State, where 
we ſhould have ſtood in divine Strength and Ability, 
inſenſible of any Evil from outward Nature ;——that | 
Sin deſtroyed this irt State of Things, deftroyed the 
divine Life in the Soul, and removed Paradiſe from off 
the Earth ;- 
as a Malęfactor into this outward World, to be pu- 
niſhed and ſcourged by all its divided, warring Ele- 
ments — that by his falling into this World, it got 
the /ame Power over him, as over the Beaſts, that are 
its proper Inhabitants, and of the ſame Nature with 
ijtſelf that h fallen ander its Dominion, it con- 
tinually breathes its own corrupt Nature into him, feeds 
him with ſuch Hufts as the Swine eat, and propoſes 
ſuch Pleaſures to him, as make him unwilling, and un- 
able to regain his firſt divine Life. 

Now, as ſoon as this is known to be the Condition of 
Man, thus fallen from a Divine Life under the Do- 


minion of this World, then all the renouncing, /elf-de- 


nying Doctrines of the Goſpel, appear to have the 
utmoſt Reaſon and Neceſſity in them; then it appears 


to be as much our Happineſs, to deny the Tempers 


and Inclinations of this earthly Nature, and to be 
delivered from the Power of its Pleaſures over us, 
as 


that we were © 


that Man, caſt out of Paradiſe, came | 
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"© Uh 1 
s to bs e from the Power of Death and 
ell. 
And the ok ſober Reaſon _ enljadinied with the 
ature: of our Fall, muſt be forced to conſider this 
Nord as having merely the Nature of an Hoſpital, 
here People only are, becauſe they are di/tempered, 
are nd where zo Happineſs is ſought for, but that of be- 
| Ing healed, and made fit to leave it. | 
were (15.) To proceed: That I have not ſtated Man's 
are "firſt Dignity too high, is evidently plain from the 
here ripture Account of it. It is a fundamental Truth 
/ity, of our Religion, that he was created in Paradiſe for a 
that "Life ſuitable to it. But Paradiſe is a Divine Habitation, 
the Fill exiſting, where it was at the firſt, though not 
of ble to Eyes which ſee ozly by the Light of the Sun, 
2 is the Habitation of ſuch as have attained their 
"i paradifical Nature ; it was in this Paradiſe, that 
Hur Saviour, through a Miracle of Love, promiſed to 
i with the Thief on the Croſs. 
EF *Tis alſo a fundamental Truth of Seripture, that 
Man was created to be immortal, incapable of Death, 
and of every thing Vat had any Likeneſs to it, ſo long 
| F s he continued in the Perfection of his State. That 
It was Sin alone which brought Sorrow, Pain, Evil, 
Diſtreſs, Sickneſs and Death upon him. 
& But if this be a Truth at cannot be denied, then 
Wt muſt be equally true, that before he ſinned, he muſt 
have ſtood in /uch a Paradiſe, as kept every thing in 


A | he outward World entirely under him, ſo that neither 
ire nor Vater, nor any other Element, could have 
1e the leaſt Power over him. But if Fire, the fierceſt of the 
rs Elements, had not the leaſt Power of touching his Body 
s Fin any hurtful Manner, or of cauſing any Pain to it; then 
2 it muſt be granted, at Paradiſe covered, and governed the 
ö Power 
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(12 ) 
Power of all the Elements of this outward World, that 
Man lived in it as an ab/alute Lord over and; ittherefore 
it undeniably follows, that the Manner, in which he 
zow is under the Power of the Elements, capable of 


receiving Pain and Evil from them, is a State that he 


was not in, till Sin took Paradiſe from him, and left 
him in the /ame poor Condition, that we now are in, 
capable of receiving Pain, and Death from almoſt 
every thing, that is about us. 

That Man in Paradiſe lived in this World i»/en/ib/e, 
and alſo incapable of any Evil from it, ſuperior to 
all its Elements, is plain from the Tree of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. 

For how could it be more plainly told us, that 
outward Things, the Stars and Elements could not 
affed his State, or make any Vnpreſſion upon him, 
than by telling us, that he had no Knowledge of 
Good and Evil in this World, till he had eaten of 
that Tree? Is not this directly telling us, that before 
ſuch eating, he was above the Nature of this World, 
that it had no Power to operate upon him, or give 
him any Senſe, or Feeling, what there was of Good 
or Evil in it. 

Now that he was created to be, and to continue 
thus a Lord over all temporal Nature, ſuperior to all 
the Influences and EfeQs of the Stars and Elements, 
is alſo plain from the Prohibition given him, not to 
eat of this Tree of Knowledge. 

But he was not content with this happy Superiority 


above the Lil and Qood of outward Nature: His 


Imagination, helped cn by tlie Devil, longed to look 
into, Wo know ang feel the ſecret working Powers 


of that outward Nature, which it was his Happineſs, © 


and Faradiſe to be inſenſible of, 
When 


rng ee. 
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When God forbad his eating of the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, it was the ſame thing as if 
he had ſaid, Fall not into the outward World, under 
the Dominion of its Stars and Elements, but keep thy 


State in Paradiſe. 


When Man diſobeyed God, and took the Fruit of 
the Tree into his Body, which brought the Nature 
and Power of the Stars and Elements into it; this is 
not to be conſidered, as that fingle AQ of eating, but 
it ſignifies as much as if he had ſaid; By eating this 
Fruit, I defire to come within the Influences of the Stars 
and Elements, and to be made ſenſible, and feeling of 
the Good and Ewil that is in them. 

Therefore, ſmall as the Action ſeems to be at the 
firſt View, and of a very limited Nature, it was his 
refufing to be that, which God created him to be; 
it was his expre/5, open, voluntary Act and Deed, by 
which he choſe to all into this outward World, in 
the Manner we now are in it. 

Therefore it was not the mere eating of a Fruit, 
that brought Adam's Miſery upon him, but it was 


the eating a Fruit, as his choſen Means of —_— 
into this World, 


God himſelf was not angry at all or at a ſmall 
Act of eating a Fruit, and ſo in Anger turned Man 
out of Paradiſe, into a World, cur/ed for that Sin. 
But Man freely, and voluntarily choſe, againft the 
Will, and Command of God, to be in the World 
in its curſed State, unbleſſed by Paradiſe : For he choſe 
to enter into a Senfibility an Feeling of its Good and 
Evil, which is directly chuſing to be, where Para- 
diſe is not; for nothing that is in Paradiſe, can be 
touched, or hurt by any thing of the outward World. 
Therefore the firſt State of Man was a ſtate of ſuch 
Glory, and heavenly Prerogatives, as I hive above 


related, 


(14) 
related; and his Fall, was a Fall into, or under the 
Power of this outward World. 
 (16.) If it be alſo further aſked, What /% officient 
Proof there is, i, that the Likeneſs and Image of 
God, in which Man was created, fignified thus much, 
that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, each brought 
forth their own Nature in him, and in him ſaw them- 
ſelves in a creaturely manner ? And then, /econdly, that 


by the fir/# Sin, this Birth of the Son of God, and + 


Proceeding of the Holy Ghoſt was extinguiſbed and /:/? 
in the Soul of Man? It may be anſwered, that theſe 
great Truths ſtand atteſted by undeniable Evidence of 
Scripture. 

Firſt, from the Mears and Manner of our Redemp- 
tion. For there is nothing that can ſo fully, and ju/ity 
ſhew us the true Nature of our Fall, as the Nature and 
Manner of our Redemption. And it ſeems highly 

ſuitable to the Wiſdom of God to let the fir, be but 
In part diſcovered, till the latter ſhewed and proved 
itſelf in an undeniable manner. And this, no doubt, 
is the Reaſon why Moſes is ſuffered to write no more of 
the Nature of the Fall of Man, or what it implied, 
than he has done. Becauſe the Time for a plain In- 
fight into that Matter, was not hen come, and it was 
to lie as much a Secret, as to the true Nature of it, 
as the Nature and Manner of our Redemption then did 3 
which was then only ob/curely declared, by an Enmity 
between the Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of the 
Serpent. 

But when the Seed of the Woman, ſhewed itſelf to 
be the Son of God, the Second Perſon of the holy Tri- 
nity, united to our human Nature; then the Nature of 
our Fall, and what we fell from, and what was the 
Seed of the Serpent in us, manifeſted themſelves in the 
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fame Degree of Certainty. And therefore it is very 
unreaſonable to hold, that we ought to ſay no more of 
our firſt State before the Fall, of its Dignity and Per- 
Faction, and what was 4% by the Fall, than what is 
openly and expreſily declared by Moſes. For as it ſeemed. 


good to the Divine Wiſdom to conceal the Myſtery of 


our Redemption and Salvation for many Ages, and to' 
let Moſes only diſcover it under a Declaration of a Ser- 
pent-deſtrozer ; ſo there was a Fitneß, and even Neceſſity, 
that the Nature and Degree of our Fall ſhould be kept 
in the ſame Degree of Secrecy, then oy to be diſcovered 
with a ſufficient Degree of Plainneſs and Certainty, 
when our Redemption and Salvation came plainly to be 
laid open. The Religion of the Jeaus was ſuited to 
that State of Things and Times in which they lived ; 
neither the Myſteries of the Creation, nor Redemption 
were then diſcovered ; Things paſt, and Things to 
come, had then only their Figures, Shadows, and Types. 

But when the Son of God became ixcarnate, and 
ſhewed forth in the plaineſt Manner, the Nature, Man- 
ner, and Nece/jity of our Redemption through his Blood, 
and a Life received from him, then the Nature and De- 
gree of our Fall became equally plain and manifeft; and, 
every thing that he has told us of the Nature and Ne- 
ceſſity of a nero or ſecond Birth from him, was ſo much 
told us of our firft Birth in Paradiſe. 

For the Nature and Greatneſs -of our Redemption, 
muſt ſhew the Nature and Greatneſs of our Fall, 
Theſe Things have ſuch a neceſſary Correſpondence, 
as cannot be denied, but by a Mind utterly indiſpoſed 
to receive Conviction. 

If our Redemption propoſed to reſtore to us a divine” 
Sight, would not this be a ſufficient Proof, that by the 
Fall we had {ft ſome divine Manner of ſeeing? So, if 
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God himſelf takes our Nature upon him to redeem us, 
and it be declared that zothing, but this uniting the Di- 
vine Nature to the human, can be our Redemption, can 
we want a Proof, that the Divine Nature exiſted in 
fome manner in us, before the Fall? 

Now it is a plain, manifeſt Doctrine of the holy 
Scriptures, that Man by the Fall is in ſuch a Condition, that 
there was u Help or Remedy for him, either in the Height 
above, or in the Depth below, but by the Sox of God's be- 
coming incarnate, and taking the fallen Nature upon him. 
If this alone could be the Remedy, does not this enough 
ſhew us the Diſeaſe? Does not this ſpeak plainly e- 
nough, what it was that Man had loſt by his Fall, 
namely, the Birth of the Son of God in his Soul; and 
therefore it was, that only the Son of God in ſo myſ- 
terious a Manner, could be his Redeemer ? 

If he had /of lefs, a %% Power could have re- 
deemed him. If he had loſt ſomething eſe, the Re. 
ttoration of tat ſomething, would have been his Re- 
demption. 

But ſince it is an open, wndeniatle Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, that there can be »o Salvation for Mankind 
but in the Name, and by the Power of the Son of God, 
dy his being united to the fallen Nature, and fo raiſing 
his co Birth and Life in it, is it not ſufficiently de- 
clared to us, that what was loft by the Fall, was the 
Birth of the Son of God in the Soul ? 

Secord'y, This ſame Doctrine is not left to be drawn 
from any Conſequences of Things, but is in expreſs 
Words taught ns, when it is ſaid, that we muſt be 
born again from above, born of God; for this is expreſsly 
telling us aubat Birth we have loſt, and is only ſaying, 
that the firſt Birth is to be reſtored, or that the Di- 
vine Birth is to ariſe, or to be brought again into us». 

as 
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as at the firſt, when the living Image of the Holy Tri- 
nity was brought forth in us, 

What this zeww regained Birth is, we are plainly told 
by St. Peter, that is a being born again of an incorrup- 
tible Seed by the Word, that is, the eternal Word, or Son 
of God. Which Divine Word being only in the Soul 
as a Seed, is to reſtore by degrees the fr! Birth of the 
Word, or Son of God in the Soul. Which is Proof 
enough that hit was the State of the Soul in its Cre- 
ation, that this Birth was then in it, and ſo was an 
Image of the Holy Trinity; and that the Death which 
Adam died in the Day that he ſinned, was the /o/ing this 
holy Birth from his Soul. And on this Account it 
was, that nothing could reſtore him, but that which 
was able to reſtore this Birth again to his Soul, and 
make it again /h an Image of God, as that Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, might herein ſee themſelves 
again in a creaturely Manner, and dwell in it, and it 
in them. | | 

Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt is in the Scriptures de- 
clared to be the Sanctiſſer, or Renewer of Holineſs in 
the Soul, and this in ſuch a manner, that 2 the Mo- 
tions and Operations of the Soul, ſo far as they are 
wwithout i it, and unmowel by it, are ſo far unholy, and un- 
able even for a good Thought. 

Now how could our Thoughts or Operations be* 
unboly in themſelves, and want the SanQtification and 
Renewing of the, Holy Ghoſt, unleſs this Holy Spirit 
had firſt exiſted in us, and by our Fall had been ſe- 
parated from us? 

Had not the Birth of the Holy Ghoſt — en in us 
at our Creation, we could no more be anboly for want of 
it, than the Beaſts are, nor any more now have wanted 
to be renewed by it, than the Beaſts. that never had! ” 
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But, fince there is now 20 San#ification or Redemption 
for us, but by having the Holy Ghoſt as a free Gift of 
God breathed again into us, it is 2 le than a De- 
monſtration, that we had before we fell, this Holineſs 
by the Natur, which God gave us 47 ft; and that 
the Holinefs of our Creation conſiſted in this, that the 
Holy Spirit then proceeded, or areſe forth in our Soul, 
as the Birth of the Sen of Gd did; and that it might 
for the ſame Reaſon be then called the Holineſs of our 
Nature, as it is now after the Fall, called a Holinefs 
by Gift or Grace, For if we are now to be born a- 
gain of the Spirit by Grace, does not this tell us, that 
we had this Birth of the Spirit in us at the ff, and 
that then it was the Birth of our Nature by Creation ? 

 Fourthly, Theſe ſame great Truths are evidently 
fignified to us in the fulleſt manner by our Baptiſn, 
and the Form of it. Our Baptiſm is to fignify our 
ſeeking and obtaining a new Birth. And our being 
baptized in, or into the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Hely Ghoſt, tells us in the plaineſt manner, wwhat Birth 
it is that we ſeek, namely, ſuch a new Birth as may 
make us again what we were at firſt, a Ewing real Image 
or Of-/pring of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

It is owned on all hands, that we are baptized into 
a Renovation of ſome divine Birth that we had bt ; 
and that we may not be at a loſs to know what that 
Divine Birth is, the Form in Baptiſm opeply declares 
to us, that it is to regain that firſt Birth of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft in our Souls, which at the 7% made us 
to be truly and really Images of the Nature of the Holy 
Trinity in Unity. The Form in Baptiſm is but very 
imperfectly apprehended, till it is underſtood to have 
this great Meaning in it. And it muſt be owned, that 
the Scriptures tend wholly to guide us to 24s under- 
ſtanding 
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T7 ſtanding of it, For ſince they teach us, a Birth of God, 


a2 Birth F the Spirit, that we muſt obtain, and that 


Baptiſm, the appointed Sacrament of this New Birth, 
is to be done into the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, can there be any doubt, that this Sacrament 
is to ſignify the Renovation of the Birth of the Holy 
Trinity in our Souls? And that therefore hs was the 
holy Image born or created at firſt, when God ſaid, /et 
us make Max in our Image, after our own Likene/s, that 
is, / make him, that we may ſee oxr/efves, our own 
Nature in him, in a creaturely Manner. 

What an harmonious Agreement does there thus ap- 
pear, between our Creation and Redemption and how 
finely, how ſurpriſingly do our f/f and our /econd 
Birth anſwer to, and illuſtrate one another? 

At our firſt Birth, it is ſaid thus, Let us make Man 
in our Image, after our own Likeneſs ; when the Divine 
Birth was 4%, and Man was to receive it again, it is 
ſaid, Be thou baptized into the Name of the Father, Sox, 
and Holy Ghoſt : Which is ſaying, Let the Divine Birth 
be brought forth again in thee, or be thou born, again 
ſuch an Image of Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, as 
thou waſt at firſt. 

Theſe Conſiderations all * from the plain Words, 
and acknowledged Doctrines of Scripture, do, I think, 
ſufficiently declare and prove to us, theſe great Truths 
of the laß Importance, namely, that the Image in 
which Man was created, was /uch, as in which, the 
Holy Trinity faw eff, or its own Nature in a crea- 
turely Manner, in which the Father's Nature generated 
the Nature of the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt proceeded 
from them both, as the amiable moving Life of both. 

That by Adam's Sin, this holy Image of the Holy 
Trinity was 6roken, and in ſuch a Manner, that the 

Birth 
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Birth of the Son of God, and of the Holy Spirit, was 
no more in it, and that therefore in a fupendous Myſtery 
of Love, the Son of God united himſelf to our fallen 
Nature, to recover, and reſtore to it, all that it had 
loft; and in ſuch a Manner, that it wig never be 
loſt again to all Eternity. 

As ſoon as it 1s obſerved and known, that our Fall 
conſiſted in the /o/eng of the Birth of the Son of God 
in our Soul, and conſequently: the.: proceeding forth. 
of the Holy Spirit in it, there appears a ſurpriſing 
Agreeableneſs and Fitneſs, in the Means of our Re- 
demption, namely, that we could oxy be ſaved. by 
the. eternal Sen of God; that he only could fave us, 
by. taking our Mature: upon him, and ſo uniting it 
with him, that his Life,. or Birth might again ari/e 
in us, as at the firſt; and ſo we become again a 
perfect living Image of the Holy Trinity. | 

(17.) Now the Reaſon why J have gone thus far in 
enquiring into the Dignity of Man's original State, and: 


ſearched thus deep into his /amentable- Fall; is this, to 


point out to the Reader the rue Nature of the Chriſ- 


tian Religion, and the infinite Inportance of it; which 


Religion is adminiſtered by God, as our only Relitf 
from our ſad Condition; and that he may at one View 
ſee the Height and Depth of divine Love, which bas 
had ſo great Care of Mankind. | 

1 perſuade myſelf, no one, can {ee theſe Truths, i in 
the Manner that I have repreſented them, without be- 
ing in ſome degree. inclined to believe them ; and in 


the /ame degree ſtirred up to act in FD to 


them. . 
We kao nothing truly of the Na ature of the Chriſ- 
89 2 tian 
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tiaa Religion, and our drep Concern in it, but ſo far 
as we ſee into the Nature of our f/f State in the Cre- 
ation, and our preſen: State by the Fall. And as this 
Knowledge is in ſome degree neceſlary, ſo is it alſo 
in ſome degree obvious to every Man. 
Every Man has a Conſciouſneſs within himſelf, that 


Wl a Perfedion in all Kinds of Virtue becomes him; this 


Conſciouſneſs obliges him to ſet the beſt Foot for- 
wards, and to put on the Appearance of all the Vir- 
tue that he can, Now what elſe is this, but an - 
ward firong Teſtimony of his own Mind, declaring 
to him, that Perfection was his ir State, and that 
becauſe his Nature once had it, he can neither loſe the 


| agreeable Idea of it, nor quit his Pretences to it; ſo 
chat every Man carries in his own Breaſt, in the Depth 
of his own Frame and Conftitution, a ſtrong Proof of 


all thoſe Truths, that I have deduced from Scripture. 
For I have not been ſpeaking of things foreign, or 


4 | firange to us, but of things /erſebly felt within us, 


and ſpoken to us, by the whole Form of aur Na- 


W ture. 


(18.) The Condition im which T have repreſented 


ths our Soul to be by the Fall, a mere dark Fire- breath, 
of an belles Nature, ſhewing itſelf in every Man 
my more or leſs by its Fruits, by ſuch Eruptions and 
& Breakings forth of dart Paſfions, but hiding itſelf 


under an outward Appearance of Good, and a feigned 
Civility or Rectitude of Manners, is what every Man 
muſt be forced to own to be more or leſs in himſelf. 
For this is the State of every Man's Soul, becauſe 
it has loſt the Birth of the Sen of God in it, and ſo is 
only as a ſtrong Root of a fery Life, unenlightned, 
and 


tt 


0 * 


(22) 
and unbleſſed by that holy Word, which is the . 


net of the Father's Glory. 


This dark Root of a fiery, /o!f-tormenting Life, which 
is the ale Nature of the fallen Soul, deſtitute of the 
Birth of the Son of God in it, is a Life that ſubſiſts 


in four Elements, as the __ of this World hath its 


four Elements. | 

Now the four Elements of this dark, fiery Soul, or 
fallen Nature, are, (1.) A reſtleſs Se/f/ne/s; (2.) A 
reſtleſs Envy; (3.) A reſtleſs Priae; and, (4.) A reſt- 
leſs Wrath or Anger. I call them the Elements of 
the fallen Soul, becauſe they are hat to it, which 
the four Elements of this Worl® us are to the Life of 
the Body. | 

Now theſe four Elements ale nouriſh and keep 

up the Life of the fallen Soul, are alſo the four 
Elements of Hell, in which the Devils dwell; they 
can no more depart from, or exit out of theſe Ele. 
ments, than an earthly Life can depart from, or ex- 
iſt without the four Elements of this World, Fire Air, 
Water, and Earth. 
Now, as the Soul, by the loſing of the Birth of the 
Son of God in it, is become an aking dark Root of 
Fire, that has this reſtleſs Seſſhneſs, reſtleſs Enwy,. 
reſtleſs Pride, and reſtleſs Mrath in it, which are the 
four Elements of Hell; ſo: by its being in theſe, 
or having them -7# it, it is come to paſs, that evil 
Spirits have ſuch Communion with it, and ſo great 
Power over it. 

Every firring of the Soul in the Element of Pride, 
is a moving in the Devil's Element, where he is, and 
has Power to join and ad with it; every Motion in the 
Element of Evy or Wrath, is ſo far impowering him 
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to enter into the Breath of our * and ſettle ils 
fiery Kingdom in , 1; N 5 
And thus in every one of theſe "OX Elements, * far 
as we willingly are in their Sphere of Activity, and 
act and ſtir according to them, /o far We become Mem- 
bers of the Devil's Kingdom, and have him ſor our 
Leader, and Guide. How watchful therefore ought 
we to be of our Hearts, how fearful of conſenting to, 
or not enough reſiſting every Motion of theſe Elements 
within us, ſince every voluntary yielding to them, is 
opening the Kingdom of Darkneſs, in our Souls, and 
giving the Devil Power to infuſe his wretched Nature 
into us. And we have ſtill farther Reaſon for this 
Fear and Watchfulneſs, if it be conſidered, that as 
no one of the Elements of this outward World could 


be, or fubſift, if the other three were not, becauſe 


they are the mutual Cauſe of one another; ſo it is in 
theſe other Elements, if we live in one, we live in 
all; Selffpneſs cannot be, or ſnb/iſt without Envy, nor 
Pride without Wrath and Self/ne/s, nor any one of 
the four, without carrying the other three in its Bo- 
ſom ; therefofe we muſt have the ſame Fear of any 
one, as of them all, for the Name of every one is 


Legion. 


Could we ſee, as we ſee outward Objects, what a 
dreadful Miſery theſe four Elements bring upon our 
Souls, we ſhould ſhun and fly from every thing that 
gave Life and Strength to them, with more Earneſt- 
neſs, than from the moſt violent Evils that could 
threaten our Bodies; we ſhould chuſe to burn in any 
Fire, rather than in that of our own VFVrath and 
Pride, any Poverty of outward Life, rather than 
that of our own pinching Envy, any Priſon, rather 

than 


( 24) 
than to be Hut up in our own dark Se/ffne/s. For 
all outward Fires, Chains, Torments, Slaveries, Po- 

verties, are but tranſient Shadows, of the tormenting, 
- fiery, dark Slavery of an anredcemed Soul, left, and 
given up to theſe four Elements of Hell. 


And the Reaſon why they are not a Hell to pro- 


\ gate Men now upon Earth, is, as has been ſaid, be- ) be! 
13 cauſe we o live in Fig and Blood, under the chear- tut 
ing Influences of the Su, and the Diverſion and da 
Amuſement of outwvard Things, and in ſeveral Forms L. 
of Happineſs, which our Imaginations play with in 
60 time. This Wandring of the Imagination through G 
git its own Inventions of Delight, hinders the poor Soul ſo 
Ih from feeling at it i, in its own Nature; and E 
ii! therefore, though ever ſo much a Slave of theſe E- F 
Hil lements, it only feels or perceives the Torment of p 
1 them by Fits, and on certain Occaſions. And yet 1 
ml ſometimes it is ſeen, that one or other of theſe E- 2 
1 lements awakens ſo violently, as to become inte- 
Bit! lerable, and to give a true and plain Feretaſte of the 


Bl Condition and Nature of Hell in the Soul that 
1 "=" has 
Wl Here again, I cannot help obſerving by the by, 
the wondrous Excellency and divine Nature of the 
Goſpel] Religion, which knowing our Fall to con- 
ſiſt in this darkned Fire of the Soul, dwelling in theſe 
Elements of Hell, has ſet before us ſuch amazing 
Repreſentations of Humility, Meekneſs, and Univer/al 
Lowe, as the Imagination of Man could never have 
thought of; namely, the Humiliy, and  Meekne/5, and 
Lowlineſs of the Son of God, who left his Glory, 
to take upon him the Form of a Servant for our Sakes; * | 
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(25) 

the great Love of God towards us Sinners, in giving 
his only begotten Son to redeem us, and the Love of 
God the Son, in laying his Life down for us, that we 
might imitate this amazing Humility, Meetneſs, and di- 
wine Love, and love one another as he has loved us. 
Theſe are Myſteries of Love, and Mercy that are ſet 
before us, to quench the fiery Wrath of our fallen Na- 
ture, and to compel us, if poſſible, to abhor our own 
dark Paſſions, and in Humility and Meekneſs become 
Lovers of God, and one another. 

(19.) Now ſo far as we, by true Reſignation to 

God, die to the Element of Se/f/pneſs and own Will, 
ſo far as by univerſal Love, we die to the Element of 
Envy, ſo far as by Humility we die to the Element of 
Pride, ſo far as by Meekneſs we die to the Element of 
Wrath, ſo far we get away from the Devil, enter into 
anoth r Kingdom, and leave him to dwell without us 
in his own Elements. 
Theſe are not Fi&ions of a viſſonary Imagination, 
but ſober 'Truths, ſpoken by the Word of God in 
Scripture, and written and engraven in the Book of 
every Man's own Nature. 

No Man fince the Fall, but is a living Witneſs to 
theſe Truths; to deny them, is to ezvn and prove them: 
for we could not tell a Lie, or reſiſt the Truth, but 
becauſe we have this dark Enemy to Truth hidden in 
our Boſom. 

(20.) Now the greateſt Good that any Man can do 
to himſelf, is to give leave to this inward Deformity to 
ſhew itſelf, and not to ſtrive by any Art or Manage- 
ment, either of Negligence or Amuſement, to conceal 
it from him. Firſt, Becauſe this Root of a dark Fire- 
life within us, which is of the Natare of Hell, with 
all its Elements of Seff/ne/s, Envy, Pride, and Wrath, 
D muſt 
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muſt, be in ſome ſort diſcovered to us, and el. by us, 
before we can enough feel, and enough groan under 
the Weight of our Diſorder. Repentance is but a 
kind of Table-Talk, till we ſee ſo much of the Defor- 
mity of our inward Nature, as to be in ſome degree 
frighted and terrified at the Sight of it. There muſt 
be ſome kind of an Farthguake within us, ſomething 
that muſt rend and ſake us to the bottom, before we 
can be enough ſenſible, either of the State of Death 
we are in, or enough deſirous of that n. who 
alone can raiſe us from it. 

A plauſible Form of an outward Life, chat has only 
learned Rules and Modes of Religion by Uſe and Cu/- 
tom, often keeps the Soul for /ome time at eaſe, though 
all its inward Root and Ground of Sin has never been 
ſhaken or moleſied, though it has never taſted of the 
bitter Waters of Repentance, and has only known the 
Want of a Saviour by Hearſay. 

But Things cannot paſs thus: Sooner or later, Re- 
pentance muſt have a broken, and a contrite Heart; we 
muſt with our bleſſed Lord go over the Brook Cedron, 
and with him ſweat great Drops of Sorrow, before he 
can ſay for us, as he ſaid for himſelf, 7? 7s finiſbed. 


Now, though this Senſibility of the Sinfulneſs of 


our inward Ground, is not to be expected to be the 
ſame in all, yet the Truth and Reality of it muſt, and 
will be in all, that do but give away to the Diſcovery 
of it; and our Sinfulneſs would ever be in our Sight, 
if we did not induſtriouſly turn our Eyes from it. If 
we uſed but half the Pains, to find out the Evil that 


is hidden in us, as we do to hide the Appearance of it 


from others, we ſhould ſoon find, that in the midſt 
of our moſt orderly Life, we are in Death, and want a 
Saviour, to make our moſt apparent Virtues, to be 
virtuous, 
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It is therefore exceeding good and beneficial to us, 

to diſcover this dark, diſerdered Fire of our Soul; be- 
cauſe when rightly known, and rightly dealt with, it 
can as well be made the Foundation of Heaven, as it 
is of Hell. 
For when the Fire and Strength of the Soul, 1s 
ſprinkled with the Blood of the Lamb, then its Fire, 
becomes a Fire of Light, and its Strength is changed 
into a Strength of triumphing Lowe, and will be fitted 
to have a Place amongſt thofe Flames of U that 
wait about the Throne of God. 

The Reaſon why we know ſo little of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as our Saviour, Atonement, and 'Tuftification, why we 
are ſo deſtitute of that Faith in him, which alone can 
change, rectify, and redeem our Souls, why we live 
ſtarving in the Coldneſs and Deadneſs of a formal, 
hiſtorical, hear/ay- Religion, is this; we are Strangers 
to our own inward Miſery and Wants, we know not 
that we lie in the Jaws of Death and Hell; we keep 
all things quiet within us, partly by outward Forms, 
and Modes of Religion and Morality, and partly by 
the Comforts, Cares and Delights of this World. 
Hence it is that we conſent to receive a Saviour, as 
we conſent to admit of the Four Goſpels, becauſe 
only Four are received by the Church. We believe 
in a Saviour, not becauſe we feel an abſolute want of 
one, but becauſe we have been told there is one, and 
that it would be a Rebellion againſt God to reje& him, 
We believe in Chriſt as our Atonement, juſt as we 
believe, that he caſt ſeven Devils out of Mary Magda- 
lene, and ſo are no more helped, delivered, and juſ- 
tified by believing that he is our Atonement, than by 
believing that he cured Mary Magdalene. 


D 2 True 


_ A. . —_ — , , - — — 2 _ 
— . 7 O — * — . * - 2 * — > 2 + * PS 2 , E . — ba = . =" — - 
- a — 2 vw - — —— l — - _ 0 ET _ — — * * . az = 


* 
- —-: ar wp 1 


22 


r 
_-  - — — Se —— 
by ” 


— 


= — — 
& —— . a 
— —U—— s —— * > 
1 —  - = — — = 
. — ů 
— — * + — d - eg=s 


Sa 


E Se. 
— * 


2 2 


= 
pw WI re 


* Wo 


_ 
<= 


(28) 
True Faith, is a coming to Jeſus Chriſt to be ſaved, 
and delivered from a f/inful\ Nature, as the Canaanitiſb 
Woman came to him, and would not be denied. It 
is a Faith of Love, a Faith of Hunger, a Faith of 
Thirſt, a Faith of Certainty and firm Aſurance, that 
in Love and Longing, and Hunger, and Thirſt, and 
full Aſſurance, will lay hold on Chriſt, as its loving, 


aſſnred, certain and infallible Saviour and Atone- 
ment. 


It is this Faith, that breaks off all the Bars and 
Chains of Death and Hell in the Soul ; it is to this 
Faith, that Chriſt always ſays, what he ſaid in the 
Goſpel, Thy Faith hath ſaved thee, thy Sins are for- 
given thee ; go in Peace, Nothing can be denied to 
this Faith, all things are poſſible to it; and he that 
thus ſeeks Chriſt, muſt find him to be his Salvation. 

On the other hand, all things will be dull and 
heavy, difficult and impoſſible to us, we ſhall toil all 
the Night and take nothing, we ſhall be tired with 
reſiſting Temptations, grow old and Riff in our Sins 
and Infirmities, if we do not with a ſtrong, full, lov. 
ing, and joyful Aſſurance, ſeek and come to Chrift 
for every Kind, and Degree of Strength, Salvation and 
Redemption. We myſt come unto Chriſt, as the 
Blind, the Sick and the Leprous came to him, ex- 
pecting all from him, and nothing from themſelves. 
When we have this Faith, then it is, that Chriſt cas 
do all his mighty Works in us. | | 

(21.) From the foregoing Account any one may be 
ſappoſed already to ſee the Nature and Necefſity of 
Regeneration, or the New Birth. It is as neceſſary 
as our Salvation, By our Fa/l, our Soul has loſt the 
Birth of the Son of Godin it; by this Loſs it is become 
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(29) 
a dark, wrathful, ſelf- tormenting Root of Fire, ſhut up 
in the four helliſh Elements of Selſiſbneſe, Envy, Pride, 


"TY and Wrath; conſidered as a fallen Soul, it cannot ſtir 


one Step, or exert one Motion but i, and according 
to theſe Elements; therefore it is as neceſſary to have 
this Nature it, changed, and to be born again from 
above, as it is neceſſary to be delivered from Hell, 


and eternal Death. | 
For theſe Elements are Hell, and eternal Death 


itſelf, and not without, or ſtanding at a aiſance from 


us, but Hell and Death ſpringing up in the Forms, 


and Eſſences of our fallen Nature; they are the Ser- 


pent, that is in uc, and conſtitute that guawing Worm 
evbich never dieth ; for they mutually beget, and mu- 


* tually torment each other, and ſo conſtitute a Worm, 


or worming Pain, that never dieth. 

Now as this Hell, Serpent, Worm, and Death, are 
all within us, riſing up in the Forms and Eſſences of 
our fallen Soul; ſo our Redeemer, or Negenerator, 
whatever it be, muſt be alſo equally whiz us, and 
ſpring up from as great a Depth in our Nature, . Now 
the Scripture ſufficiently tells us, that it is only the 
promiſed Seed of the Woman, the eternal Word, or Son 
of God made Man, that can brui/e this Head, or kill 
this Life of the Serpent in us; therefore this Seed of 
the Woman muſt have its Dwelling in the Ground and 
Efjence of our Nature, becauſe the Serpent is here, 
that a new Life of a new Nature may ariſe from 
this Seed within us; att. therefore it is plain, that Re- 
generation, or the New Birth, is, and can be 20 ober 
thing, but the recovering of the Birth of the Son of 
God in the fallen Soul. 

And this is what the Scripture means by the Ne- 
;£eſſity of our being born of God, born again from above, 
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(5) 
born of the $iriz. Hence alſo we ſee in the cleareſt 


Light, the Meaning of all thoſe Paſſages of Scrip- 


ture, where we are faid to be in Chriſt, that Chriſt is 


i that we muſt put en Chriſt—that he muſt be 
formed in us—that he is our Life—that we mult eat his 


Fleſh and drink his Blood—that he is our Atonement, that 
his Blood alone cleanſeth us from all our Sins; that we 
have Life from him, as the Branches have Life from 
the Yine—that he is our Juffiſcation, or Righteouſneſs ; 
that in him we are created again to good Works ; that 
without him we can do nothing, and have mv Life in us. 
All theſe, IT ſay, and the like Sayings of Scripture, 
have a wonderful Congruity and Plainneſs in them, 
and fill the Mind with the moſt excellent and ſolid 
Truths, as ſoon as it is known, that Regeneration is 
abſolutely neceſſary, and that this Regeneration ſig- 
nifies, the recovering of the Birth of the Son of God 
in the Soul. | 

(22.) And as it does this Juſtice to ſo great and 
concerning a Part of Scripture, ſo it ſets the he 
Scheme of the Chriſtian Salvation in the moſt agreeable 
and engaging Light, and ſuch as is enough even to 
compel every one, to embrace it with the utmoſt Ear. 
neſtneſs. The Myſtery of this Salvation is ſtill pre- 
ſerved, and yet hereby ſo unfolded, that every Man 
has as much Reaſon to defire to be /orn again, and to 
believe that the Sox of God can only bring forth this 
Birth in him, as to believe that God made him, and 
can alone make him happy. 

A Mediator, an Atonement, a Regenerator, thus under- 
ſtood, mult be as agreeable and deſirable to every hu- 


man Mind, and as much according to his own Wiſhes, - 


as to be delivered from the Uneafine/s and Di/quiets of 
| A 


hd 


(31) 

a Nature, which he finds himſelf not Mafter of, nor 

able to fix it in a State of better Enjoyment. 

What is it that any thoughtful, ſerious Man could wiſh 
for, but to have a new Heart, and a new Spirit, free 
from the hell;þb, ſelf-tormenting Elements of Selſſhneſi, 
Envy, Pride, and Wrath? His own Experience has 
ſhewn him, that nothing human can do this for him; 

can take away the Root of Evil that is in him; and it 
is ſo natural to him to think, that God alone can do 
it, that he has often been tempted to accuſe God, for 
ſuffering it to be ſo with him. 

Therefore to have the Son of God come from Hea- 
ven to redeem him by a Birth of his own divine Na- 
ture in him, muſt be a way of Salvation, highly ſuited 
to his own Senſe, Wants and Experience ; becauſe he 
finds, that bis Evil lies deep in the very Efence and 
Ferms of his Nature, and therefore can only be re- 
moved by the ariſing of a New Birth, or Life in the 

firſt Eſſences of it. 

Therefore an inward Saviour, a Saviour, that is God 
himfelf, raiſing his own Divine Birth in the fallen Soul, 
has ſuch an Agreeablene/s and Fitneſs in it, to do for 
him all that he wants, as muſt make every ſaber Man, 
with open Arms, ready and willing to receive ſuch a 
Salvation. 

(23.) Some People have an Idea, or Notion of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as if God was thereby declared fo 
full of Wrath againſt fallen Man, that nothing but the 
Blood of his only begotten Son could ſatisfy his Ver. 
geance. 

Nay, ſome have gone ſuch Lengths of Wickedneſs, 
as to aſſert, that God had by immutable Decrees repro- 
bated, and rejected a great Part of the Race of Adam, 


- to 


('32 ) 
to an inevitable Damnation, to ſhew forth and . 
the Glory of his Juſtice. 

But theſe are miſerable Miſtakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, and miſerable Reproachers of his great Love, 
and Goodneſs in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 

For God ts Lowe, yea, all Love, and fo all Love, that 
not hing but Love can come from him; and the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, is nothing elſe but an oper, ful! Mani- 
feſtation of his ani verſal Love towards all Mankind &. 

As the Light of the Sun has only one common Nature 
towards all Objects, zhat can receive it, ſo God has 
only one common Nature of Gooare/5, towards all cre- 
ated Nature, breaking forth in infinite Flames of Love, 
upon every Part of the Creation, and calling every 
thing to the highe/# Happineſs, it is capable of. 

God ſo loved Man, when his Fall was foreſeen, that 
he choſe him to Salvation in Chriſt Jeſus, % bre the 
Foundation of the World. When Man was actually 
fallen, God was ſo without all Wrath towards him, fo 
full of Lowe for him, that he ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World to redeem him. Therefore God 
has no Nature towards Man, but Love, and all that he 
does to Man, is Love. 

(24.) There is no Wrath that ſtands between God 
and us, but what is awakened in the dark Fire of our 
own fallen Nature; and to quench this Wrath, and not 
his own, God gave his only begotten Son to be made 
Man. God has no more Wrath in himſelf goa, than 
he had bee the Creation, when he had only himſelf 
to love. 'The precious Blood of his Son was not 
poured out to paci/y himſelf, (who in himſelf had zo 

Nature towards Man, but Love) but it _— 


out 
5 


See Spirit of Prayer, p. 27. 


(33) 
out, to quench the Wrath, and Fire of the fallen Soul, 
and kindle in it a Birth of Light, and Love“. 
+ As Man lives, and moves, and has his Being in the 
Divine Nature, and is ſupported by it, whether his Na- 
ture be good or bad; ſo the Wrath of Man, which 
was awakened in the dark Fire of his fallen Nature, 
may, in a certain Senſe, be called the Vrath of God, 
as Hell itſelf may be ſaid to be in God, becauſe nothing 
can be out of his Immenſity ; yet this Hell, is not God, 
but the dark Habitation of the Devil. And this 
wrath which may be called the Vratbh of God, is not 
God, but the fiery Wrath of the fallen Soul. 

And it was ſolely to quench 2his Wrath, awakened 
in the human Soul, that the Blood of the Son of God 
was neceſſary, becauſe nothing but a Life, and Birth, 
derived from him into the human Soul, could change this 
darkned Root of a H tormenting Fire, into an amiable 
Image of the Holy Trinity, as it was at fiſt created. 

This was the Wrath, Vengeance, and vindictive Jul. 
tice bat wanted to be ſatisfied, in order to our Salva- 
tion; it was the Wrath and Fire of Nature, and Crea- 
ture kindled only in itſelf, by its departing from due 
Reſignation, and Obedience to God. 

When Adam, and Eve went trembling behind the 
Trees, through Fear and Dread of God, it was only 
this Wrath of God awakened in them; it was a Ter- 
ror, and Horror, and Shivering of Nature, that aroſe 
up in themſelves, becauſe the Divine Life, the Birth of 
the Son of God, which is the Brightne/s and Jay of the 
Soul, was departed from it, and had left it, to feel its 
own poor miſerable State without it. And this may 
well enough be called the Wrath, and Juftice of God 

® See Spirit of Love, Part II. p. 50, Ce. 


(34) 
upon them, becauſe it was a Puniſhment, or painful 
State of the Soul, that erg followed their re- 
voltixg from God. 


But ſtill there was no Wrath, or painful Senſation, | 


that wanted to be appeaſta, or ſatisfied, but in Nature 


and Creature ; it was only the Wrath of Fallen Nature, 


that wanted to be changed, into its i State of Peace 
and Love. When God ſpoke to them, he ſpoke only 
Love, Adam, where art thou? And he called him, only 


to comfort him with a promiſed Redemption, through 


a Seed of the Woman, a Spark of the won p of Life which 


ſhould reign in him, and his Poſterity, till all Enemies 
were under their feet, God therefore is all Love, and 
nothing but Love, and Goodneſs can come from him. 
He is as far from Anger in himſelf, as from Pain and 
Darkneſs, But when the fallen Soul of Man, had a- 
wakened in itſelf, a wrathful, H tormenting Fire, which 
could never be put out by itſelf, which could 
never be relieved by the natural Power, of any 
Creature whatſoever, then the Son of God, by a Love, 
greater than that, which created the World, became 
Man, and gave his own Blood, and Life into the fallen 
Soul, that it might through his Life in it, be raiſed, 
quickned, and born again into its firſt State of inward 
Peace and Delight, Glory and Perfection, never to be 
loſt any more. O ineſtimable Truths! precious My- 
ſteries, of the Love of God, enough to ſplit the hard. 
eſt Rock of the moſt obdurate Heart, that is but able 
to receive one Glimpſe of them] Can the World re- 
fiſt ſuch Love, as this? Or can any Man doubt, whe. 
ther he ſhould open all that is within him, to receive 
ſuch a Salvation ? 

10 unhappy Unbelievers, this Moyſtery of Love com- 
pels me in Love, to call upon you, to beſeech, and in- 


treat 


els reat you 

Unis amia 
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5 yon to conſider, that here in this great Point, on which 


(35) 


* reat you, to look upon the Chriſtian Redemption in 


his amiable Light. All the Ideas that your own Minds 


1 ran form of Love and Goodneſs, muſt ſink into no- 
31 4 hing, as ſoon as compared, with God's Love and 


oodneſs in the Redemption of Mankind. 
I appeal to nothing but the State of your own 
Hearts and Conſciences, to prove the Neceſſity of your 


Y * embracing this Myſtery of Divine Love. I will grant 
you all hat you can ſuppoſe, of the Goodneſs of God, 
and that no Creature will be finally loſt, but what I- 
FEsnite Love cannot ſave. 


But ſtill, here is no Shadow of Security for Infidelity ; 


and your refuſing to be ſaved thro' the Son of God, 
= whilſt the Soul is in the redeemable State of this Life, 
may at the Separation of the Body, for aught you 
= know, leave it in ſuch a Hell, as the infinite Love of 
& God cannot deliver it from. For, , you have no 
. Kind, or Degree of Proof, that your Soul is not that 
dart, ſelf-tormenting, anguiſhing and unperiſhable Fire, 
7 above-mentioned, which has loſt its own proper Light, 


and is only comforted by the Light of the Sun, till 
its Redemption be effected. Secondly, You have no 


= Kind, or Degree of Proof, that God himſelf can re- 
7K. deem, or ſaye, or enlighten this dark Fire-Soul, any 
other Way than, as the Goſpel propoſes, by the Birth 
of the Sun'of God in it. Therefore your own Hearts 


muſt tell you, that for aught you know, /n/ide/zty, or 
the refuſing of this Birth of the Son of God, may, at 
the End of Life, leave you in ſuch a State of Self- 
torment, as the infinite Love of God can no way de- 


liver you from. 


You build much upon certain clear Ideas, founded 
in the Nature and Fitneſs of Things; but I beſeech 


all 


is miſtaken, when it is ſaid to ſignify only a moral Change 


and the Tree, before they can be brought forth; fo 


gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiftles. 


(36) 
all depends, you have no Ideas at all; for you have 
not one clear, or even obſcure Idea, that your Souls can- 
not be in this di/ordered State, or that they can be ſet 
into a right Order, without the Birth of the Son of 
God brought forth in them, | 
But to return. | 
(25.) What has been already ſaid of the Nature of 
Regeneration, may ſufficiently ſhew us, how greatly it | 


of our Tempers and Inclinations. 


Tempers and Inclinations are the Fruits of the new- | 
born Nature, and not the Nature itſelf ; and as Fruits 
and Flowers are entirely diſtin, and different from 
the Root and the Tree, and neceſſarily ſuppoſe the Root 


good Tempers, and Inclinations are as diſtin from, 
and poſterior to that Nature, which is to produce them, 
as its Fruits, 

And if good Tempers rightly purified, could really 
ariſe, or be brought forth in us, without a Change firſt 
made in the Noot, or Nature, that is to bring them 
forth, it would be no Abſurdity to ſay, that Men may 


But if our bleſſed Lord has declared this, to be con. 
trary to the Nature of Things, and has further ſaid, |} 1 
that the Tree muſt firſt be made good, before it can bring . 
forth good Fruit; then we can with ſufficient ground of 
Aſſurance ſay, that our Nature muſt firſt be made good, 
its Root and Stock muſt be new made, or regenerated 
again, before it can bring forth good Fruits of moral 
Behaviour. 

(26.) Angels are juſtly repreſented to us, as Flame. 
of Love ; now every Flame muſt have a hidden Fire for = me 
its Root, from which it has its Subſiſtence; and the thi 

ſpiritual KF 8 
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ſpiritual flaming angelical Nature, muſt have a ſpiritual 
Fire concealed under it. Now let it be ſuppoſed, that 
in an Angel this Flame of Love was extinguiſhed, and 
that there then only remained that inward Root of a 
ſpiritual Fire. Let it be ſuppoſed, that this ſpiritual 
Fire that has loſt its Flame of Leve cannot ceaſe to be, 
and to be a fiery Spirit; that it cannot, by any Pro- 
perties of its Fire kindle itſelf into its firſt Flame of 
Love; that all its own Stirrings can produce no one 


w. Thought, Motion or Deſire, but what ſolely tends ei- 
wits ther to SelfÞneſe, Envy, Pride, or Wrath; that it can 
om of itſelf no more come out of this State, than Fire 
oot locked up in a Flint, can of itſelf become a Flame: 


Could it be ſaid, that this Angel had only loſt /ome 
moral good Diſpoſitions? Muſt it not be ſaid, to have 
loſt that Nature, from which alone, its good Tempers 
could proceed ? Let it be further ſuppoſed, that God, 
by a Miracle of Love entered into the fiery Root, or 
Eſſence of this fallen Angel, and by a new Birth 
made it again to be a Flame of Lowe; could it be 
ſaid, that it had gained nothing by this new Birth, 
but only a Change of /ame moral Tempers? Muſt it 
not be ſaid to have gained a new Nature, a Flame 
of Lowe, inſtead of a dark Fire? and from this new 


Nature, its angelical and good Tempers can alone 
proceed. 


(27.) But the repreſenting the New-Birth, as ſigni- 
fying only a Change of moral Behaviour, is not on- 
ly thus falſe and ab/ard in itſelf, but is alſo exceed- 


ing prejudicial to true Conver/ion, and ſaps the Foun- 
dation of our Redemption, 


es That it is highly prejudicial to rue Conwer/ion, is 
or | moſt evident from this, that ir hides and ſuppreſſes 
he the real Nature of our fallen State, and the true 
al ⁵ . Greatneſs of the Love and Mercy of God in our Re- 
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demption. Now theſe two things it inevitably does 
in a great Degree, and therefore the Hurt that it 
does us, is more than can be well imagined. 

And it is owing to this Cauſe more than to any 
other, that even amongſt People of ſober Behaviour, 
Religion is only a ſuperficial thing, that has no true 
Depth in them, becauſe they have never underſtood 
the true Depth of Religion, nor conceived, in how 
deep a manner, their Nature is concerned in it. 

A Heathen may ſay, that by going to ſuch a Neigh- 
Lourhood, or marrying into ſuch a Family, or falling 
into Acquaintance with ch a Man, he obtained an 
entire Change in his meral Behaviour. Now if Chriſ- 
tians are told, that this is the true, and only Meaning 
of their new Birth in Chriſt Jeſus, namely, a great 
Change in their moral Behaviour, a thing that hap- 
pens to Heathens, by the ordinary Occurrences of human 
Life, it is no wonder, that they live all their Lives, 
Strangers to true Humility, and Penitence, are never 
truly converted to God, or have any ju/? Senſe of his 
infinite Mercy, in the manner of their Salvation. 

For if they are to believe, that to be born of God, 
born from abowe, born of the Spirit, born of an in- 
corruptible Seed of the Word of God, ſignifies no more 
than this now mentioned, muſt not this naturally lead 
them, to take every thing that is ſaid of God and Chriſt, 
in the My/teries of their Redemption, in a Senſe as 
much below the Expreſſion, as this of the New Birth ? 
Muſt it not naturally lead them to think, that all 
Scripture- Doctrines, have more of Height and Myſtery 
in the Expre/en, than in the thing itſelf ? and that there 
is no need to fear, or hope, or believe, or truſt, or 
reſign, or love, or ſeek, or do, or bear, or give, or 
ſuffer, according to the apparent Language, and plain 

Expreſſion 


639) | 
Expreſſion of the Goſpel? And thus, the Words of 
him that ſpake as never Man ſpoke, have all their Si- 
rit and Life taken from them; and we may be ſaid to 
have the Words of Chriſt, as though we had them 
not. | 

(28.) The whole Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſtands upon theſe 7s great Pillars, namely, the Great- 
neſs of our Fall, and the Greatneſs of our Redemption. 
In the full and true Knowledge of theſe Truths, lie all 
the Reaſons of a deep Humility, Penitence, and Self-denialy 
and alſo all the Motives, and Incitements,to a moſt hearty, 
ſincere, and total Converſion to God. And every one is 
neceſſarily more or leſs of a true Penitent, and more or 
leſs truly converted to God, according as he is more 
or leſs deeply, and inwardly ſenſible of theſe Truths. 

And till theſe zawo great Truths, have awakened, 
and opened our Minds for the full Reception of the 
divine Light; all Reformation, and Pretence to A- 
mendment, is but a dead, and ſuperficial thing, a mere 
Garment of Hypocriſy, to hide us from ourſelves, 
and others, 

Nothing can truly awaken a Sinner, but a true 
Senſe, of the deep inward Poſſeſſion, and Power that 
Sin has in him. When he ſees, that Sin begins with 
his Being, that it riſes up in the E/ences of his Na- 
ture, and lives in the ht Forms of his Life, and that 
he lies thus chained, and barred up in the very Jaws 
of Death and Hell, as unable to alter his own State, 
as to create another Creature ; when along with this 
Knowledge he ſees that the free Grace of God, has 
provided him a Remedy equal to his Diſtreſs, that he 
has given him the holy Blood and Life of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the true Son of God, to enter as deep into his Soul, 
as Sin has entered, to change the fri Forms, and 
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Eences of his Life, and bring forth in them a New 
Birth of a divine Nature, which is to be an immortal 
Image of the Holy Trinity, everlaſtingly ſafe, bleſſed, 
and enriched in the Boſom of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; when a Man once truly knows, and feels theſe 
two Truths, he may be ſaid, truly to know, and feel 
ſo much of the Power of Chriſt brought to Life in him. 
And there ſeems to be no more, that you need do out- 
evardly for him. The Voice of his inward Teacher 
is ſo ever ſpeaking, ſo ever heard, and loved within 
him, that you can ſay nothing to him oxtz-ardly of any 
Humility, Penitence, or Self-abaſement, but what is leſs, 
than his own wounded Heart ſuggeſts to him. Hu- 
mility can only be feigned or falſe, before this Con- 
viction. He can now, no more take any Degree of 
Good to himſelf, than aſſume any Share in the Crea- 
tion of Angels; and all Pride or Self-eftcem of any 
kind, feems to him to contain as great a Lye in it, as 
if he was to ſay, that he helped to create himſelf. 
You need not tell him that he muſt turn unto God 
with all his Strength, with all his Heart, all his Soul, 
and all his Spirit ; for all that he can offer unto God, 
feems to him already leſs than the leaft of his Mer- 
cies towards him. He has ſo ſeen the exceeding Love 
of God, in the Manner and Degree of his Redemp- 
tion that it would be the greateſt of Pain to him, to 
do any thing, but upon a Motive of divine Love. As 
| his Soul has found God to be a/ Lowe, fo it has but 
one Deſire, and that is, to be itſelf a Love of God. 
This is the Conviclion, and Converſion, that neceſſarily 
ariſes from a full, inward Senfibility of theſe Truths; 
the Soul' is thereby wholly conſecrated to God, and 
can like, or love, or do nothing, but what it can ſome 


way or other, turn into a Service , Love towards him. 
But 


(41) 
But where the Weight and Power of theſe Truths is 
not livingly felt in the Heart, there it is not to be 
wondered at, if Religion has no Root, that is able 
to bring forth its proper Fruits. 

And if the Generality of Chriſtians, are a Num- 
ber of dead, ſuperficial Conſenters to the Hiſtory of 
Scripture-Doctrines, as unwilling to have the Syirit, 
as to part with the Form of their Religion; loth to 
hear of any kind of Se/f-denial, fond of worldly Eaſe, 
Indulgence and Richgs, unwilling to be called to the 
Perfection of the Goſpel, profeſſing and practiſing 
Religion, merely as the Faſbon and Cuſtom of the Place 
they are in, requires; if ſome reſt in outward Forms 
of Religion, others in certain Orthodoxy of Opinions; 
if ſome expect to be ſaved by the Goodneſs of the 
Sect they are of, others by a certain Change of their 
outzverd Behaviour; if ſome content themſelves with 
a /ikexvarm Spirit, and others depend upon their ow? 
I/orks, theſe are Deliſtons, that muſt happen to thoſe, 
who don't know and feel in ſome good degree, the 
true Nature of their own fa/len Soul, and what a. 
Kind of Regeneration can alone ſave them: 

But all theſe Errors, Deluſions, and falſe Refs, are 
cut up by the Root, as ſoon a Man knows, the zrue 
Reaſon, and Nece//ity of his wanting ſo great a Sa-- 
viour, | | 

For he that knows the Ground and Eſſences of 
his Soul to be ſo many E/ences of Sin, which form. 
Sin as they form his Life, entirely uncapable of pro- 
ducing any Good, till a Birth from God has ariſen 
in them; ſuch a one can neither place his Redemp- 


tion, where it is not, nor ſeek it cooly and negligently, 
where 17 7s. 7 
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For knowing, that it is the Hell within his own 

Nature, that only wants to ve deſtroyed, he is in- 

tent only upon bringing Deſtruction upon that, and 
this ſecures him from ale Religion. 

And knowing, that this :zward Hell cannot be de. 

ſtroyed, unleſs God becomes his Redeemer, or Regene. 


rator in the Ground of his Soul; this makes him believe 


all, expe all, and hope all from his Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt alone 

And knowing that all this Redemption, or Salva- 
tion, is to be brought about in the inmoſt Ground and 
Depth of his Heart, this makes him always apply to 
God, as the God of bis Heart; and therefore what he 
offers to God is his own Heart, and this keeps him al- 
ways ſpiritually alive, wholly employed and intent up- 
on the true Work of Religion, the fitting and preparing 
his Heart for all the Operations of God's Holy Spirit 
upon it. And ſo he is a true 7zward Chriſtian, who as 
our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks, has the Kingdom of God ⁊ th- 
in him, where the State and Habit of his Heart conti- 
nually, thankfully, wwor/bips the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. 

(29.) Having ſufficiently ſhewn the Nature and Ne- 
ceſſity of Regeneration, that it conſiſts /e in the 
Reſtoration of the Birth of the Son of God in the hu- 
man Soul, it muſt be plain from thence, that it is 
ſolely the Work of God, he being alone able to effect 
it; and that Man can have no other Share in it, but 
that of complying with the Terms, on which it is to 
be received of God. 

It may be proper to enquire, when, and how this 
great Work is done in the Soul, 
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( 43) 
The Mercy and infinite Goodneſs of God, has 
choſen all Mankind, to Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
fore the Foundation of the World. Now this eternal 
Decree of God, took place upon the Fall of Adam, 
and as he was admitted into the Terms of Chhriſtian 
Salvation immediately after his Tranſgreſſion ; ſo all 
Mankind, as being in his Loins, were taken into the 
ſame Covenant of Grace, and what was then done to 
Adam, was done to him, as the common Parent of Man- 
kind. 

The Brziſer of the Serpent given to Adam, as his 
Saviour, was not a verbal Promiſe of ſomething only, 
that ſhould come to paſs in future Ages, to redeem 
him, and which left his Soul in the ſame State of in- 
ward Darkneſs, D r and Weakneſs in which it 
found him; but it was a redeeming Power, which by 
the Mercy of God, was treaſured up in his fallen Na- 
ture, which was to reſiſt and overcome the Wrath and 
Death, and awakened Nature of Hell, that was in his 
Soul z and from that Time of God's accepting him to 
a Salvation, through the Seed of the Woman, he was 
ſaved by the Power of Chriſt <vithin him, as really, as 
thoſe that lived, and believed in Chriſt, after he had 
been Incarnate. As nothing can fave the 4% Man, 
or become his Righteouſarſs, or Redemption, but the 
Divine Nature of Jeſus Chriſt derived into his Soul; 
ſo nothing elſe could be Righteouſneſs, Redemption, 
or Salvation to the fi:{t Man, 

All Men therefore Hat ever were, or hail be de- 
ſcended from Alam, have Feſus Chrift for their Sa— 
vicur, as Adam had, they receive the Promiic made to 
him, and receive by that Promiſe, that WI. ch he re- 
ceived by it, they have a Seed of che Woman, an 
encore 
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(44) 
incorruptible Seed of Life, ſpringing up in the firft E/ 
ences of their Life, which is to oppoſe, and reſiſ the 
Seed of the Serpent, or the dio'o/ical Nature that is in 
them alſo. And therefore no Son of Adam is without 
a Saviour, or can be %, or entirely overcome by the 
Evil, that the Fall has brought upon him, but by his 
own turning away from this Saviour within him, and 
giving himſelf up to the Suggeſtions, and Workings 
of the evil Nature, that is in him. 

This Myſtery of an inward Power of a Salvation 
hidden in all Men, has had juſt ſuch. degrees of Ob- 
feurity and Manifeſiation, as the Nature, and Birth, 
and Per/on of the Meſſiah has had; that is, as the 
Nature and Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, as an Atonement, 
Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind, was for ſeveral 
Ages of the World only ob/curely pointed at, and typi- 
fied by the Religion of the Jews; ſo this Seed of a 
New Birth, or /aving Power of Chriſt hidden in the 
Souls of all Men, was, through the ſame Ages, un- 
der the /ame Veil, and Obſcurity. 

But when the eternal Son of God became incarnate, 
and manifeſted to the World the Myſteries of his Na- 
ture, Perſon and Office, when it was publickly de- 
clared, that he was the Life, and Light of the World, 
the only Source of Goodneſs in every Creature, the 
Light that lighteth every Man that cometh into the World ; 
that we muſt all be born again of him, be born again 
From above, be born of the Spirit, and that every one 
was. to profeſs the owning, ſceling and deſiring this Di- 
vine Birth, by a Baptiſm into the Name, or Nature, 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; then it became 
plainly manifeſt, what Chriſtianity «vas from the Be- 
ginning, and in what Manner Jeſus Chriſt was the 
Saviour 


(45) 
Baviour of Adam, and what it was that he received» 


fl E. 
by receiving a Bruiſer of the Serpent, into the firſt Eſ- 


V the 


is in ences of his Life. 
thout Therefore when Jeſus Chriſt came into the World, 


the 
y his 
and 
In gs 


declaring the Nece//ity of a New Birth, to be owned, 
nd ſought, by a Baptiſin into the Name of F ather, 
|, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; this was not a ew Kind, or 
Power of Salvation, but only an epex Declaration of 
9 e ſame Salvation, that had been till then, only Hpi- 

ion Fe. and veiled under certain Figures and Shadows, 


2b. a3 he himſelf had been. And Men were called not to 
4%, new Faith in him, as then ft become their inward 
he th ife, and Light, but to a more open and plain Acknow- 
, ledgment of him, who from the Beginning, had been 
al Phe one Life and Light, and only Salvation of the 


. firſt Man, and all that were to deſcend from him. 

a 31.) Now the Things required on our Part, towards 
Wthe raiſing and bringing forth this new Birth in us, 
Ware Repentance, and Faith. Theſe are to be the con- 
tinual Support of our Regeneration, carrying it on to 


the End of our Lives. 
But now though Repentance and Faith are to bring 


1 eib, and carry on our Regeneration; yet they are 
. themſelves the Effect and Fruit of it, viz, of that 
. Ir Seed or Light of Life, which God eu///ed to be in 
Aam. 

IJ For had not God of his own free Grace, chofen 
1 Adam and Eve to Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, by doing 
& inwardly in the deep, and darkned Eſſences of their 
fallen Souls, ſomelike that, which he did to the Dark. 
A | neſs which avas upon the Face of the Deep, when He ſaid, 
4 Let there be Light, in it; Adam and Ewe, and all their 
Poſterity, had been tad , as to their Souls, only 
of the Nature of the Devils, full of their dar and 
| Fery Diſpoſitions, ſhut up in their Elements, incapable 
AZ of 
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of any Thought or Motion, but what tended to del 
s/neſs, Envy, Pride, and Wrath. 

Neither they, nor any of their Poſterity, could 
have brought forth any Degree of Humility, Reſigna 
tion, Love, Faith, Hope, or Deſire of God; but had 
lived hardened and fixed, in the above-named Element 
of Hell, full of their own perverſe Will, without al 
Conſcience, or Inſtinct of Goodneſs. 

And therefore when God of free Grace, provided 


ome for 
all qui 
hriſt, 
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chat falling Man ſhould fall into a State of Redemp * 1 
tion, that is, into a Poſſibility of being God's Creature 
ä Perfect 

again. This was effected by God's treaſuring up, off Seed of 


preſerving in him a Seed of the Woman, a remaining 
Spark of his firſt divine Life, which firſt divine Life, 
was then, Chriſt in him, his u Birth of Glory, asf 
certainly, as Chriſt in us, is now, our Horx of Glory. ; 
St. Paul ſays, God hath choſen us in Chrift'Feſus, be- 


and 7 


fore the Foundation of the World. Now from this e- in GC 
ternal, foreſeeing Goodneſs of God towards Mankind; Jeſus 
it is, that a Root, or Remains of the firſt divine Life, Miſe 


gener 
as C 


reſi 6 


called a Seed of the Woman, the ingrafted Wor, a 
Kirgdom of God, a Pearl of great Price, a Treaſure hid 
in a Field, was fore-ordained to be preſerved, and trea- 


ſured up, tho* hidden under that Death, which dan ( 
died in Paradiſe. And thence it was, that the Good-· hav 
neſs of God, could direct diſtreſſed Adam to this Com- 680 
fort, viz. The Seced of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Head * Set 
of the Serpent, not a foreign Seed, to be ſown into thee 4 N 


from without, but a remaining, preſerved Seed of thy 73 
ir Life of Chriſt, which through the divine Love 1 
for thee, is hidden, and ſecurely treaſur'd up under 
thy own fallen earthly Nature, as a Pearl hidden in || * 
thy own Field. Which heavenly Pearl, called by St.. 
Peter, the incorruptible Seed of the Word, ſhall ſurely | 1 


mh, 2H 


come | 
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ome forth again out of its ſtate of hiddene/s and Death; 
all quicken and revive into its firſt Glory, through 
hriſt, who is, and ever ſhall be, the REsuRRECT1oON, 
and L1irg of all that, which was hid and loſt in the 
Death, that Adam died. 

(32.) And here it is, that we ſee again how God is 
ove, univerſal Love towards all Mankind, having 
put all into a State of Redemption. For it all Men, 
rovided as Sons of Adam, are by the free Grace ot God made 
Sons of the /econud Adam, and, as ſuch, have a Seed of 
Life in them from him, in order to be raiſed up to a 
Perfection of the new Man in Chriſt Jeſus ; and if this 
Seed of a New Birth, or Light of Life, is the general, 
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e Life and preventing Grace of all Men, that enables them 
Try, asf ſo to act, as to obtain God's af/fting Grace, in the 
Glory i Renewal of their Hearts and Minds, then it is a glo- 


4, be rious and undeniable Truth, that there is no Partiality 


this e. in God, 20 Eledlien of one People to Mercy in Cùriſt 
kind Jeſus, and Dere/ifion of another to their own elpleſs 
Life, Miſery, but that a// Men, have a general Call, and a 
8D, general Capacity to obtain their Salvation; and that 


re hidff 
trea- 
en 4 
ood- 
om- . | 
dead 


as certainly, as all fe// and died in Adam, ſo all were 
reflered in his Reſtoration. 

(33.) Now as the firſt Power, and Ability of our 
having one good Thought, or Deſire of turning to 
God in Penitence and Faith, is the Effect of this firſt 
Seed of a New Birth in all Men; ſo this Seed of a 


2 


hee N New Birth is guickened, ſtrengthened, and brought 
thy 0 1 forth to its full Stature, or higheſ} Degree of Per- 
ove 0 fection, by acts, or rather Habits of Repentance and 
der e Faith. 

a 8s that Faith and Repentance is the Life of the new 
t. 


Man, or the Acts by which it grows, and is brought 
forth into its proper State of Perfection. There is no 
Differ- 
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Difference between Faith and Works, in this inward 
xew-born Man. Its Faith is its Works, and its Works 
are its Faith. For Faith is its turning to God, and its 
turning to God, is its Averſſon, or turning from all Evil; 
ſo that Faith and good Works, are only two Conſider- 
ations of one and the ſame thing, or of one and the ſame 
State of mind, in the new-born Man. 

(34.) This Seed of the New Birth, that is God's free, 
and fore-ordained Gift to Man, as the Power, that is to 
redeem him, is the Reaſon, and Foundation of that Lan- 
guage in Scripture, of a new, inward and /prritzal 
Man, and of an o, natural, and outward rational 
Man, and of the Enmity between the one and the 
other; in which Enmity, the whole Warfare, and 
Trial of the Chriſtian Life, conſiſts, | 

The Seed of the New Birth, is the inward and new 
Man, which is to grow up into that ſpiritual and holy 
Man, which was fir/t created in Paradiſe. 

This inward Man, is alone the Subject of Religion 
and divine Grace; he only is of God, and heareth 
God's Mord; he only hath Eyes to „e, and Ears to 
bean, and a Heart to conceive the Things of God. 

This 1s he alone, that 7s born of God, and cannot 
fin, becauſe he has no Sin in his Nature. This is 


he alone, that owercemeth the World, becauſe he is of 


a divine Nature, and is both contrary to the World, 
and above it. This is he alone, that can love his 
Brother as himſelf, becauſe the Love of God is alone 
alive, and abideth in him, 


The old, natural Man, or the rational Man of this 


World, is the dark fallen Nature, enlightened onh, 


and ſolely with the Light of this outward World ; 
it is the diobolical Nature, only ſoftened with Fleſp 
and Blood, quieted and comforted with the Light of 


the 
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the Sun; by this Light, he can only ſee the outward 
Images of Things, whether divine or human, and can 
, only reaſon, diſpute, and avrangle about his own ſhadowy 
Evil; Images, but can know no more of God, and the Things 
ſider. of God, than ſuch dead Images can repreſent unto him. 
ſame The old or natural Man, may be an Hiſtorian, a Poet, 
an Orator, a Critich, a Politician, or worldly wiſe Man, 


free &c. all this Skill, and Art lies within his reach; the 
3 0 Fire of his Soul, 4indled only by the Light of the Sux, 


may do all this. But notwithſtanding all theſe Trap. 
Lan- pings and Endowments, he is wholly ſhut up in his own 
tual dark Priſon of Se/f/bne/s, Envy, Pride, and Wrath; his 
onal Virtues, Piety and Goodneſs can be only ſuch, as give no 
ch Diſturbance to theſe four Elements of the fallen Nature. 

- He is an Auimal, full of earthly, ſenſual Paſhons and 


and Tempers, and can only ſavour ſuch things as can gra- 
tify their Nature. 

220 Here, and here only, lies the rue, ſolid, and immu- 

oly table Diſtinction, between the oi and the ew Man, 


and the plain Reaſon, why the Ze of the one, is the 
Death of the other. 

(35. Now in this eſſential Difference, between the 
old and the neau Man, we may at one View, ſee a clear 
and ſolid Ground of Diſtinction, between what is cal- 
led a bare hiforical, and ſuperficial Faith, which cannot 
/ave the Soul, but leaves it a Slave to Sin, and that 
living and real Faith, which effecteth our Salvation, 
and ſets us in the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 

Human Reaſon, or the natural Man of this Life, can 
believe and aſſent to this Truth, that Chriſt is our Sa- 
viour, and that we are to be ſaved by a Righteouſneſs 
from him, as eaſily, as it can aſſent to any other Rela- 
tion, or Matter of Fact. But whilſt it is human Rea- 
ſon only, that aſſents to this Truth, little or nothing is 
done to the Soul by it; the Soul is under much the 
ſamePower of Sin as before, becauſe only the Notion, or 
Image, or H:ſtory of the Truth is taken in by it; and 
Reaſon of itſelf can take in no more. 

But when the Seed of the New Birth, called the 
inward Man, has Faith awakened in it, its Faith is 
not a Notion, but a real, ſtrong, efjential Hunger, an at- 

i ly racting 
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tracting, or magnetic Defire of Chriſt, which as it 
— from a Seed of the divine Nature in us, ſo it 


' attracts and unites with its Lie, it lays hold on Chriſt, 


uts on the divine Nature, and in a living and real 
ner, grows powerful over all Sins, and effectually 
works out our Salvation, 

And therefore it is juſtly called a Divine Faith, not 
only becauſe of its divine Effects, but chiefly becauſe 
it ariſes from that, which is divine with us, and by its 
attracting Hunger, and Thirſt after that Fountian of 
Life, from whence it came, becomes eſſentially uni- 
ted with it; breathes by that SeirrT, and lives by 
that Worp which eternally proceeds out of the Mouth of 
God. Of this Faith alone it is, that our Lord ſpeaks, 
when he ſays, wwho/o eateth my Fle/b and drinketh my 
Blood, hath eternal Life. 

When this Faith is thus awakened, and ſprung up 
in the inward Man, then we may be ſaid to have a 
Saving Faith, or a ſaving Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 

(36.) From thefe two Sorts of Faith here mentioned, 
we may very plainly ſee and perceive, why there is 
fuch a Miſunderſlanding between two Sorts of Beliewers, 
and why they ſpeak a Language ſo unſatisfactory, and 
diſguſiful to one another. | 

Buſy inquiſitive Rea/on, learned enough in its own 
Sphere, grammatically {kill'd in Scripture-Knowledye, 
looking no farther, or deeper into the Things of God, 
than a Dictionary can guide it, cannot bear the Lan- 

age of the regenerate, inward Man, but condemns 
it as fanatical, and 1 ped not conſidering, that 
this rational Man, which is made the Judge of Sal- 
vation, is that very individual o/4 Man with his Deeds, 
that we are by the Religion of the Goſpel, to be 


ſaved, and delivered from; and that we ſhould have 
no occaſion for a new Seed of a divine Life in us, no 
occaſion to be born again of God, but becauſe this na- 
tural Man of human Reaſon, can neither ee, nor 
Bear, nor feel, nor taſſe, nor underſtand the Things of 

God, as they are in themſelves. 
(35% From this Difference between the ew, and 
the odd Man, which is a Difference as read, as that 
between 
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between Heaven and Eearth, ſeveral Leſſons of great 
Inſtruction may be learnt. 

When Religion is in the Hands of the mere natural 
Man, he is always the worſe for it; it adds a bad Heat 
to his own dark Fire, and helps to inflame his four 
Elements of Self/one/s, Envy, Pride, and Wrath. And 
hence it is, that worſe Paſſions - or a worſe Degree 
of them, are to be found in Perſons of great religious 
Zeal, than in others that make no Pretences to it. 
Hiſtory alſo furniſhes us with Inſtances of Perſons of 

at Piety and Dewotion, who have fallen into great 
Delufions, and deceived both themfelves and others. 
The Occaſion of their Fall was this; it was, becauſe 
they made a Saint of the natural Man. My Mean- 
ing is, they conſidered their «vbole Nature, as the 
Subject of Religion, and divine Graces ; and there- 
fore their Religion was according to the WYorkings of 
their aubole Nature, and the 014 Man was as buſy, and 
as much delighted in it, as the New. And hence it 
was, that Perſons of this Stamp, all inflamed, as they 
ſeemed _to be, with Piety, yet overlooked in their 
own Lives, ſach Errors of moral Behaviour, as the 
firſt Beginners in Religion, dare not allow themſelves 
in. 

Others again, perhaps, truly awakened by the 
Spirit of God, to devote themſelves wholly to Piety, 
and the Service of God, yet making too much haſte, 
to have the Glory of Saints, the Elements of fallen 
Nature, Self/one/s, Envy, Pride and Wrath, could /e- 
cretly go along with them. For to ſeek for Eminence, 
and Significancy in Grace, 1s but like ſeeking for Emi- 
nence, and Significancy in Nature. And the o Man 
can reliſh Glory, and Diſtinction in Religion, as well 
as in common Life, and will be content to undergo as 
many L bours, Pains and Self-denials for the ſake of 
religious, as for the ſake of ſecular Glory. There is 
nothing ſafe in Religion, but in ſuch a Courſe of 
Behaviour, as leaves nothing for corrupt Nature to feed, 
or /ive upon; which can only then be done, when 
every Degree of Perfection we aim at, is a Degree of 
Death, to the Paſhons of the natural Man. 
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(38.) It may now perhaps be ſaid, if Regeneration 
is ſo great a Matter, if it ſigniſies the Refloring to, the 
Soul its firſt ꝓaradiſical Light, or the Renewing of the 
Birth of the Son of God in it ; ſurely ſo great a Thing, 
and tranſacted vithin us, muſt not only be known, 
and felt, awher it is brought about, but muſt be known 
and felt in ſome frange, and extraordinary Manner. 

It may be anſwered, %, That all Mankind may 
in a certain and good Senſe, be ſaid to be in ſome 
degree Sharers of this Regeneration, as having in 
them a Sced of Life, that is contrary to their corrupt 
Nature; which Seed they partake of, as Heirs of the 
firſt Grace, granted to Adam in the ingrafted- Word. 
This firſt Seed, or Light of Life, which /ighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World, is the firſt Seed of the 
New Birth ; which Birth ſtands in this Life, as a Tree 
or Plant in the Soil, and is only in a State of growing, 
during this Life. For was the New Birth, with re- 
gard both to Soul and Body, ever totally fni/bed in any 
one, he would be as certainly in Paradiſe, as Adam 
was, and be a5 much above the Power of the Elements 
of this World, as Adam was at his Creation. Secondly, 
All Chriſtians are in a higher and farther State of Rege- 


neration by the Grace of Baptiſm, into the Name of 


the Holy Trinity. By Baptiſm, they profeſs them- 
ſelves Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, in his Kingdom of 
Grace, to ſeek for Life, Righteouſneſs, and Sanctifi- 
cation in him; to live by his Spirit, in Conformity to 
his Doctrine. Life, Sufferings and Death, in a con- 


-tinual Reſiſtance of the Corruptions of their Nature, 


the Temptations of the World and the Devil. 
This Profeſſion faithfully kept, is their Progreſs in 
the way of Regeneration. Some only outwardly make 


this Profeſſion, and fo only have the Name of Chriſ- 


41ans. Some make it in a much better manner; yet 
being very defective in their Conformity to the Life 
and Doctrines of Feſus, live and die far ſhort of that 
Purification, or Renewal of the inward Man, which 
the Religion of the Goſpel propoſes. 

Others renouncing all for Chriſt, and following his 
Counſels, as well as his Precepts, arrive at high De- 


grees 
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grees of Regeneration, and experience ſuch a Life 
1 Chriſt, or ſuch a Manifzfation of Chriſt in them, 
as others leſs faithful to their Maſter, muſt be Stran- 

to. | 

To aſk therefore by what frange or extraordinary 
Effects, the Work of the New Birth is to be uon, 
and elt to be done in the Soul, is a very improper, 
and uſeleſs Queſtion. Becauſe Regeneration is not to 
be conſidered as a Thing done, but as a State that is 
progreſſiue, or as a Thing, that is continually doing. 

(39.) If it be further aſked, What are then the cer- 


tain Marks, or Effects of a highly advanced Degree of 


Regeneration, which Chriſtians are to Jo for ? 

It may be anſwered, This Queſtion is not uſeful : 
Firſt, Becauſe there is no Obligation upon any one, 
to nw and feel the Height, or Advancement of his 
State, Secondly, Becauſe the Enquiry after ſuch Know- 
ledge, and inward Feeling of it, is very dangerous. 
Thirdly, Becauſe it can be no hurt to any one's Piety 
and Holineſs, to take it to be /owver than it really is. 
 Fourthly, Becauſe nothing keeps up our Progreſs in 
the way of Regeneration, let it be in what Degree it 
will in us, but our conſant Fidelity in conforming to the 
Doctrines, Life and Death of Jeſus Chriſt. F:fthly, 
Becauſe this Queſtion directs, and turns Peoples Minds, 
to the ſecking after certain Effefs, merely from Ideas 
and Deſcriptions of them, when their Minds ſhould 
only be ſer upon the Cauſes that are to produce them. 

Thus, ſuppoſing it to be true, that an 4/urance of 
Salvation, or Continuance in Grace, was a genuine Ef- 
Feat of a certain Degree of Regeneration; Chriftians 
ſhould not be directed to ſeek for this Afiurance, as a 
certain Mart or Effets of ſuch a Degree of Regener- 
ation, for this is dire ting them to ſeek for this Ef- 
fect from their own/e/ves, and not from the State of 
their Regeneration, 

For their Minds and Imaginations will be naturally 
upon the Stretch, how to work themſelves up into 
this Pitch of Aſurance, and fo it will be ſomething, 
that they have ſeized upon by their own ll, and 
not received as the genuine Eęects of their State in 

F 3 Grace, 
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5 Grace, Whereas, ſuppoſing (but not granting) this Felt. I 
Tt Aſſurance to be the proper Effect of a certain Degree both © 
ths of the New Birth, yet it is an Effect that is not to be Soul. 
100 ſought ſor Leſore- hand, but only to be received when which 
"M1 its froper Carſe has produced it. the Lig 
; (40.) It is a great Error, to fix any certain Marks and fro 
h or Effects to ſuch @a Degree of Rengeneration, for its and In 
1 Fffects will be various in different Perſons, from a The 
1 Variety of Cauſes, both on the Part of God, and Son of 
1 Man. ; thus en. 
' | The truly pious Chriſtian, in whom the Holy Ghoſt and Ir 
q {| dwelleth as in his Temple, is indeed in a State of ſame | 
13 high Acquieſcence in God; but he wants no more to ritual 
ö BE Have this Acquieſcence turned into an A//urance of his ner, a 
= i * own Mind, that he cannot fall from his State of Grace, theſe! 
than he wants to have the Promiſes of God made ſure and I 
| | to him, by the Promiſe of ſome mortal Man. what 
| | And if it pleaſes God to impreſs ſtrongly and plain- .outw; 
it : iy upon his Mind, that his Salvation is ſecured, he (4: 
il receives it, as he does every thing from God, with a one A 
| if grateful Mind; yet will he not re in it, or receive it Com 
i as a Sign of his high Regeneration, but rather as a almo 
10 Sign that God ſaw his Veabneſt ſtood in need of it; Matt 
14 and ſo will paſs over it, and return to an humble, total inwa 
| Reſignation of his whole Su, Spirit, and Body, both in tl 
f for Time and Eternity, into the Hands of God, Soul 
1 through Faith in the Merits of his Saviour Jeſus F. 
1 Chriſt. tatio 
| Leaſt of all can ſuch a one call peremptorily upon of t 
4 others, for ſuch an Aſſurance as he has had, or con- hide 
i demn their Re/ignation and Peace in the want of it; I 
' he will be more afraid of thus meddling with the Things Tri 
j .of God, than of being a Buſy-body in other Mens Corn 
. «Matters. hat 
9 | (41.) The only uſeful Queſtion in. this Matter is ren 
ö | this, how a Man may know that he is in the Yay of and 
þ n Regeneration, that he is ſpiritually alive, and grow- aw 
| a 


—_ ing in the inward and new Man. 
| ; | It may be anſwered, Juſt as the State, Nature, and 
Life of the natural Man makes. itſelf to be 4zoxwn, and 


Felt. 
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Felt. The Soul of Man, or that which is the Subject 
both of the i and zeww Nature, is not two, but one 
Soul, The. Fire of the Soul, or that ſpiritual Fire 
which is the Soul itſelf, is kindled or enlightened by 
the Light of the San; this makes the natural Max, 
and from whence the Imagination, Will, Defires, Thoughts 
and Inclinations of the natural Life ariſe. 

The ſame individual Fire- Soul, enlightened by the 
Sen of God, makes the true new Man, from which Soul 
thus enlightened,the Imagination, Will, Deſires, Thoughts 
and Inclinations of the New Man ariſe. So that the 
ſame Proofs are to be expected in both Caſes, the ſpi- 
ritual Man is to know that he is alive in the ſame man- 
ner, as the natural Man knows and feels his Life. In 
theſe things, in the Imagination, Will, Defires, Thoughts 
and Inclinations, conſiſts the Life of each Nature; and, 
what is more than theſe, are to be conſidered as the 
outward Fruits and Effects of each Nature. 

(42.) Now though the natural Life in all Men is 
one and the /ame, yet there are under it Variety of 
Complexions, which makes Men of the ſame Nature, 
almoſt infinitely different from one another. Now the 
Matter is juſt thus with the ſpiritual Man, or in the 
inward World. As many different Complexions ariſe 
in the Soul, enlightened by the Son of God, as in the 
Soul, enlightened by the outward Light of this World. 

For the outward World is but a Ga, or Repreſen- 
lation of the inward ; and every thing, and Variety 
of things in temporal Nature, muſt have its Root, or 
hidden Cauſe, in ſomething that is more inward. 

It is therefore a well-grounded, and undeniable 
Truth, that the new ſpiritual Man hath his farticular 
Complexion, as ſure as the outward and natural Man 
bath. Hence it is, that there has been ſo great a Diffe- 
rence, in the Form and Charader of the molt eminent 
and faithful Servants of God; one could think of no- 
thing but Penitence and penitential Auſterities, another 
all inflamed with the Lowe of God, could think or 
Fan of nothing elſe; ſome have been driven into a 


oly Salitude, living as John the Baptiſt; others have 
been 
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been wholly taken up in Works of Charity, loving 
their Neighbour even more than themſelves. A great 
Variety of this kind, has been always found amongſt 
thoſe, who were molt truly devoted to God, whoſe 
Variety, is not onty not hurtfal in itfelf, nor diſplea- 
ſing to God, but is as much according to his Will 
and the — * of his Wiſdom, as the Diference be- 
tween Cheri ins and Seraphins, or the Variety of the 
R in the Firmament. 
Every Complexicn of the inward Man, when fanc- 
tied by Humility, and ſuffering itſelf to be — 
and ſtruck, and moved by the Holy Spirit of God, 
according to its particular Frame and Turn helps 
mightily to increaſe that Harmony of divine Praiſe 
Thankſgiving and Adoration, which malt arife from 
different Þ/lruments, Sounds, and Foices. To condemn 
this Variety in the Servants of God, or to be ang. 
at thoſe who have not ſerved him, in the Wa > 3 
8. have 5 for ourſelves, is but too plain x Si n 
nat we have not enough reno | . 
2 Sites fry pon ef = anced the Elements 

43.) From this Variety of Complevio 
the inward and outward Maw, we — . 2 
uſeful Obſervations. And the firſt may be this, that 
every Man whoſe Complexion is ſtrong in him, as 
to one particular Kind, is vehemently inclined to 
imprint the fame upon others, and that others of the 
ſame Kind, are naturally diſpoſed to catch and re- 
ceive it from him. But I ſhall conſider this Matter 
only with regard to Religion, Let it be ſuppoſed 
that Men of a certain Complexion, have taken upon 
them to try the religious State of others by theſe Queſ- 
tions: Are you ſure that you ſhould be able to die 
a Martzr ? Do you ſind certain ſtrong Reſolutions, not 
in your Head, or your Brain, but in your inward Man 
that you would not refuſe a Martyrdom of any kind? 
Have you the #iznz/s of the Spirit within you, bearin 
witneſs with your Spirit, that you are in this State ? , 

Now, tis beyond all Queſtion, at an Examination 
of this Kind, or a Demand of ſuch a Faith, can have 


no 
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no better Foundation than Complexion. Who do you 
think would be moſt likely to come into this Faith ? 
Firſt, It would be thoſe that were moſt un/ike/y to keep 
it. It would be thoſe who knew the leaſt of them- 
ſelves, and whoſe Piety had more of Heat, than of 
Light in it. It would be thoſe, whoſe outward Man 
was of the ſame Complexion, that was Sanguine, capa- 
ble of a falſe Fire, and willing to have the Glory of 
Reſolutions, and fine Perſuaſions ao eaſy a Rate. 
Let it now be ſuppoſed, that People f another Com- 
plexion ſhould put ſuch Queſtions as theſe: Do you 
know and feel that all your Sins are forgiven you? Do 
you know when and where, or at what Time, and in what 
Place, you received this Forgiveneſs ? Do you know 
avhen, and where you ceaſed to be one of thoſe Sinners 
called to Repentance ® And became one of thoſe ole, 
that need not a Phyſician? Have you an abſolute Mu- 
rance of your Salvation, and that you cannot poſſebly 
fall from your State of Grace? Now who may be 
thought to be the moſt likely to come into this Religion ? 

Firſt, Not he who is deeply humble, that abhors Self 
TFuftification, and truly knows the Free Grace of God. 
Such a one would ſay, I believe the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, with as much Aflurance, as I believe there is a 
God ; I believe that Jeſus Chriſt does now to all thoſe 
who have a true, and full Faith in him, that which he 
did to thoſe who /o believed in him, when he 
was upon Earth. That he forgives their Sins, 
as immediately, as certainly, as fully, as when he 
ſaid by an outward Voice, Thy Sins are forgiven 
thee, I believe that in his Faith lies all our 
Strength, and Poſſibility of growing up in the inward 
Man, and recovering that Image and Likeneſs of God, 
in which we were created; that to this Faith all things 
are poſſible, and that by this Faith, every Enemy we 
have, whether he be within us, or without us, may, 
and muſt be entirely overcome. I believe, that to Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chriſt, Salvation is made as %- 
cure, and as abſolutely aſurea, as Paradiſe was made ſe- 
cure to the Thief upon the Croſs, by the expreſs Word 
of our Saviour. I believe that Y ewn Sins, were they 

greater 
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greater, and more than the Sins of the whole World, Self 
would be wholly expiated, and taken away by my |} of | 
Faith, in the Blood and Life of my bleſſed Saviour. | tion 
But if I now want to add /omething of my own be 
to this Faith, if this great and glorious Faith is de- of 1 
fectiwe, and ſaves me not, till I can add my ewn . Enj 
Senſe, and my own Feeling to it, at ſuch a Time or Placa, * 
is not this ſaying in the plaineſt Manner, that Faitb LY 
alone cannot jalliß⸗ me? Is not this making this Faith | 4 N 
in the Blood of Chriſt d+fefive, and inſaficient, to my WE" 
Salvation, till a Se/f-Satisfaction, an own-Pleaſure, an * 
dun- Taſte, are joined with it? Might it not better 2 
be ſaid, that Faith could not juſtify me till it had hvi 
Works, than that it cannot juſtify me without theſe *' Gy 
inward Workings, Feehngs, Witnesfings of my own wha 
Mind, Senſe, and Imagination? Is there not likely to plea 
be a more hurtful S/f-/eeking, 2 more hurtful Se. l mn 
confidence, a more hurtful Se Tru, a more dange- Taft 
rous Seif-Deceit, in making Faith to depend upon theſe 2 
inward Working: and Feelings, than in making it de- that 
pendant upon outward good Works of our own ? N 
Secondly, No one who was truly reſigned unto God in 40 
all things, would come into theſe Queſtions; for to be ( 
reigned unto God in all things, and yet ſeek to be N 
not refagned to him, in theſe greet Matters above- men- N 
tioned, is a Contradiction. | 1 
Such a one would ſay, I ſeek not to have an in- up! 
ward Senſe and Feeling of the Certainty of theſe # 
things, becauſe that would be departing from that E 
pure, entire, full, and naked Faith in God, and Reſig- 
nation of myſelf to him, which alone can juſtify me Kt 
in his Sight, and make me capable of the Opera- un 
tions of his Holy Spirit. He can only then, do all 2 
his good Pleaſure in me, when I have no own Will, * 
no Se/f-/eekingy this total Reſignation of myſelf to or 
him, 1s the one only immediate Diſpoſition, or Capability | ”_ | 
of enjoying God himſelf with afl his infinite Trea- © — M 
ſures. © Particular [mpre//ions, ſenſible Convictions, ſtrong tber 
Taſtes, high Satisfactions, though they may be often 15 
the good Gifts of God, yet if they are much ſought * 


for, or reſted in, they miniſter Food to a ſpiritual 
Self- 


(59) 


Self. laue, and Self- ſeeking, and lay the Foundation 
of ſpiritual Pride, and ſo become a Wall of Parti- 
tion between God and the Soul. For the Soul may 
be as fully fixed in Selfiſhneſs, through a Fondnefs 
of fenfible Sweetneſs, pious Motions, and delightful 
Enjoyments in ſpiritual things, as by a Fondneſs far 
earthly Satisfactions. | 
Thirdly, No one, whoſe Heart was truly touched by 
a pare and perfedt Love of God, could come into the 
Queſtions. For this Love cannot ſeek for Secu 
in the Anſwer of ſuch Queſtions as theſe. 
Such a Perſon would ſay, My Religion conſiſts in 
living ae to my Belowed, according to his Satisfacti- 
on, and not wy own. What God wills, that I will; 
what God loves, that I love; what pleaſes God, that 
pleaſes me. I have no deſire to know any thing of 
myſelf, or to feel any thing in myſelf, but that I am an 
Inflrument in the Hands of God, to be, to da, and „ier, 
according to his good Pleaſure. I am content to know 
that I love and rgoice in God alone, that he is what he 
is, and that I am what he pleaſes to make of me, and 
do with me, a 
(44) Seeing then it appears that the truly Humble 
Man, the Man that is wholly e , 40 God, and the 
pure Lower of him, are not likely to come into the Re- 
ligion of. theſe Queſtions, let us naw fee who may be 
{ſuppoſed ready to receive it. 
Firſt, All young Perſons, whoſe Paſſions had not 
been much awakened, or ſpent their Fire; who 
had but little Experience of themſelves, and the De- 
ceitfulneſs of their own Hearts; for every thing in 
their Nature, would help them to like, love, and ob- 
tain ſuch an ¶ urance, Strength of Conviclion, inward 
Feeling, as is here required. 
| Secondly, All reftleſs Self lavers, who were uneaſy 
with themſe!ves, and every thing elſe, who could find 
nothing in Religion, or common Life, that enouzh 
abs them; theſe would be eafily perſuaded to work 


themſelves up into a Belief, that their Sins were for- 


given them at /ach a Time, or that Chriſt took an en- 
tire 
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tire Poſleſſion of them at fuch a Place. For hear- 
ing that true Religion conſiſted /o/e/y in this, and 
that they only wanted it, becauſe of their want of 
Faith in it, they would naturally embrace this, as 
the ſhorteſt Way to Comfort and Reſt in themſelves, 
in their own Se/f- convictions, 

Thirdly, All Perſons of a ſanguine, tender and ima- 
ginary Complexion, would be likely to ſtrike in with 
the Religion of theſe Queſtions, For ſuch Perſons 
receiving every thing frongly, and having a Power of 
believing and imagining almo# in any degree, as they 

leaſe, they would not find it hard, to comply with 
Doarmes ſo ſuited to their Nature, and which in- 
dulged that in them, which wanted moſt to be in- 
dulged, a ſanguine Imagination. 

Fourthly, All thoſe who ſo b/aſpheme God, as to 
make him from all Eternity ab/olutely to elect ſome, 
to an zrreſiable Salvation, and abſolutely to repro- 
bate others, to an unavoidable Damnation. For there 
could be no ſubſiſting under ſuch an horrid Belief 
as this, but by thoſe, who through a blind Par- 
tiality, ſtrong Biaſs of Self-lowve, and Self-efleem, can 
work themſelves up into a ful! Afurance, inward in- 


fallible Feeling, that they are in the Number of the 


abſolutely elected from all Eternity. | 
Laſtly, Theſe Queſtions are a great Bait to all 
kind of Hypocrites, who muſt find themſelves much 
inclined to enter into a Religion, where they may 
paſs immediately for Saints, upon their own Teſti- 


mony, and ſtand in the higheſt Rank of Piety, and 


of Intereſt in Chriſt, merely by their own laying 
Claim to it. | 

(45.) Suppoſe it was to be aſked Chriſtians, as 
neceſſary to their Salvation, Do you believe and know 
that you have the Self. denial and Mortification of 
John the Baptiſt ? Have you an inward Conviction 
that you have a Zeal equal to that of St. Paul ? 
Have you an A/urance that your Love is full as 
high as that of John the Evangeliſt? That your Pe- 
nitence is equal to that of Mary Magdalene 


Could 
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Could theſe Queſtions, with any Warrant from 
Scripture, be put to all Chriſtians, as Terms of their 
Salvation ? 

Yet there is as much Foundation in the Goſpel, 
for putting ſuch Queſtions as theſe, and making che 
Salvation of Chriſtians to depend upon them, as for 
aſking them, on the fame Account, Zhen, and where, 
they felt their Sins were forgiven them ? When and 
where they felt Chriſt to take an entire Poſſeſſion of 
them? When and where they felt themſelves made 
| ſure of their Salvation, and incapable of falling from 
their State of Grace ? 

For what is all this but calling, haſtening, and ſtir- 
ring up People to ſeek for Self-Juſtification, and com- 

| pelling them to think highly, and affirm ra/bly of them- 
ſelves, in order to be ſaved ? Why might it not be as 

well to call upon them to ſay, I feel myſelf as good 
2 as St. Paul, as pious as St. Fohn, as to ſay, I feel 
dat my Salvation is /ecure, and that I cannot fall 
rom my State of Grace? Is not this making Faith 
in , eh, as good, as neceſſary, and as beneficial 
eo us, as Faith in Chri/ ? 
38 | 4 Would it not be as well, nay better, to make good 
Works of our own, neceſſary to true Faith than to 
make Self-Juſtification, which is not a good Work, 
co be the very Eſſence and Perfection of it? 

The Matter will not be much mended by ſaying, 
chat this Feeling and Aſurance is acknowledged to 
N be the pure Gift of God, and ſo cannot be called 
„ ww, or our own Fuftification, For if I have 
* Y »% dt this Gift of God, till I pronounce it myſelf, till 
1 my own Feeling and Aſſurance confirms it to me, I 


am ſelf,-juſtiſied, becauſe my Juſtification ariſes, from 
bat I % and declare of myſelf. 


8 (46.) 


(WW). 

(46.) How ftrangely muſt they have read the 
Goſpel, who can take a naked implicit Faith, and an 
humble total Reſignation of our Spirit, State, and 
Life, into the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, to be 
not only a poor and imperfed, but a reprobate State; 
or that a Man has no true and ſaving Faith, till 
it is an #nfallitle own-Feeling, and Self. Aſſurance ? 
What muſt ſuch People think of our Saviour dying 
upon the Croſs, with theſe Words in his Mouth; 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me Will 
they ſay that this is a dangerous State? Is the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt here to be renounced ? Will they ſay, 
that no z-ww-born Chriſtian can die in this Manner? 
Or that if he does, he is not in a State of Salvation ? 

To know no more, and to ſeek to know no more 
of our Salvation, than we can know by an implicit 
Faith, and ab/o/ute Reſignation of ourſelves to God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, is the true /aving Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and ſuch as keeps us in the higheſt Degree 
of Fitneſs, to receive our perfe& Salvation, 

(47.) I hope it will here be obſerved, that I no 
way depreciate, undervalue, or reje& any particular 
Impreſſions, ſtrong Influences, delightful Senſations, or 
heavenly Fore-taftes in the inward Man, which the 
holy Spirit of God may at times beſtow upon good 
Souls; I leave them their juſt Worth, I acknow- 
ledge them to be the good Gifts of God, as ſpecial 
Calls, and Awakenings to forſake our Sins, as great 
Incitements to deny ourſelves, and take up our Croſs, 
and follow Chriſt with greater Courage, and Reſolution. 

They may be as beneficial, and uſeful to us in 
our ſpiritual Life, as other Bleſſings of God, ſuch 
as Proſperity, Health, happy Complexion, and the like. 
But then, as outward Bleſſings, remarkable Provi- 


dences, religious Complexion, and the like, may be 


very 
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very ſerviceable to awaken us, and excite our Con- 
verſion to God, and much aſſiſt the ſpiritual Life; 
ſo they may very eaſily have a contrary Effect, 
ferve to fill us with Pride, and Self.ſatisſaction, and 
make us eſteem ourſelves, as greater Favourites of 
God, than thoſe that want them. Who may yet 
be led to a higher Degree of Goodneſs, be in a more 
purified State, and ſtand wearer to God in their poor, 
naked, and deſtitute Condition, than we in the midſt 
of great Bleſſings. 

It is juſt thus with regard to thoſe inward Bleſ- 
fings of the ſpiritual Life. They are ſo many Spurs, 
Motives and Incitements to live wholly unto God; yet 
they may inſtead of that, fill us with Self-/arisfa#4tor 
and Se/f-eſteem, and prompt us to deſpiſe others that 
want them, as in a poor, mean, and reprobate State; 
who yet may be higher advanced, and ſtand in a nearer 
Degree of Union with God, by Humility, Faith, Re- 
fegnation, and pure Lowe, in their inward Poverty and 
Emptineſs, than we who live high upon ſpiritual Sati/- 
Factions, and can talk of nothing, but our Feaſts of 
fat Things. 

All that I would here ſay of theſe inward Delights 
and Ernjoyments, is only .this, They are not Holineſs, 
they are not Piety, they are not Perfection, but they are 
God's gracious Allurements, and Calls to ſeek after 
Holineſs and ſpiritual Perfection. They are not to be 
ſought for, for their can /akes; they are not to be 
prayed for, but with ſuch a perfect [ndifference and 
 Refegnation, as we muſt pray for any earthly Bleſ- 
ſings ; they are not to be re/ted in, as the Perfection 
of our Souls, but to be received as Cord:als, that 
ſuppoſe us to be fich, faint, and /anguiſhing ; and. 
ought rather to convince us, that we are as yet, 
but Babes, than that we are really Men of God: 

G 2 But 


eaſy under the Want of them, full of Search and 


«© Impreſſions of the Sur are to the comfortable Life 
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But to demand them in others, to make them un- 


Endeavour how to come at them, and ſatisfied in the 
Enjoyment of them, is as preat a Miſtake in it- 
ſelf, and as prejudicial to true piety, as to make 
outward Bleſings of Providence, Marks of Salvation, 
or worldly Poverty, Pains, and Diſtreſs, to be Proofs, 
that we are not born of God. 

« There are indeed Impreſſions and Communica- 
« tions from God, which are more neceſſary and 
« eſſential to the pious Life of the Soul, than the 


4% of our outward Man. And he that prays for 
« nothing elſe but theſe divine Communications and 
«© Impreſſions, who thinks of nothing elſe, truſts 
„in nothing elſe, as able to comfort, ſtrengthen 
« and-enrich his Soul ; he that is thus all Prayer, 
« all Love, all Defire, and all Faith, in theſe Com- 
«« munications and Impreſſions from above, is juſt | 
« in the ſame State of Sobriety, as he that only 
«« prays that God would not leave him to himſelf. 
«© For he that is without any thing of zheſe Com- [ay 1 
*« munications and Impreſſions of God upon him, "a 
„is in the ſame State of Death and Seperation from Re 
„God, as the Devils are.“ 476 
Theſe Impreſſions or Operations of God upon our ñ 
Souls, are of the Eſſence of Religion, which has no Wi 
Goodneſs in it, but ſo far as it introduces the Lit, 
Porter, and Preſence of God into the Soul, The pray- 
ing therefore for Impreſſions of this kind from God, am 
is only praying that we may not be 4% to our/ekve:; 
to pray always for theſe with Faith, and hunger and 
thirſt after them, is only praying earneſtly, that the | 1 1 
King- | 


®* Demonſtration of the groſs Errors, &c, in te | 3; 
Plain Account of the Sacrament, p. 287. N 
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Kingdom of God may come, and his Will be done in ut. 
For the Soul is only ſo far cleanſed from its Cor- 


n the ruption, ſo far delivered from the Power of Sin, and 
n it- and ſo far purified, as it has renounced all own Will, 
make and own Defire, to have nothing, receive nothing, and 
ation, be nothing, but what the one Will of God chuſes for 
roofs, it, and does to it. 


This, and #his alone is the true Kingdom of God 
opened in the Soul, when ſtript of all Selfiſhneſs, it 


anica- 


y and haas only one Lowe, and one Vill in it, when it has no 
an the t: Motion or Deſire, but what branches from the Love of 
> Life © God, and reſigns itſelf wholly to the Will of God. 
's for here is nothing Evil, or the Cauſe of Evil to ei- 
as and ther Man, or Devil, but his own Will; there is no- 
truſts WEE thing Good in itſelf, but the Vill of God: he therefore 
\gthen Who wholly renounces his own Vill, turns away from 
rayer, 7 Evil, and he who gives himſelf up wholly to the 
Com. Will of God, puts himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of all 
is juſt T5 bi that is good. 
t only s + (48.) It may fr eely be granted, that C onverfion to 
bimſelf. God, is often very ſudden and inſtantaneous, unex- 
- Com. pectedly raiſed from Variety of Occafions, Thus, 


him; if one by ſeeing only a withered Tree ®, another by 
n from ; N Ureading the Lives and Deaths of the Antediluviar 
Faller, one by hearing of Heaven, another of Hell; 


on our 7 one by reading of the Love, or Wrath of God, a- 
has no nother of the Syferings of Chriſt, may find himſelf, 
he Life, 4 sit were, melted into Penitence all on a ſudden. 
e pray Wt may be granted alſo, that the greateſt Sinner, 


m God, 4 ITE in a Moment be converted to God, and feel himſelf 


; ut 
gol | I 179 wounded in ſuch a Degree, as perhaps thoſe never were, 
8 A che who have been turning to God all their Lives. 
King: But then it is to be obſerved, that this Sudden- 


N % of Change, or Fla of Conviction, is by no 
= | means 
* Ferre Laurent, 


- . 
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muſt needs be the f Awakening of the Soul, becauſe 


that we are thus ſuddenly called, and /?irred up to look 


(66) 
means of the Eſence of true Converſion, and is no 
more to be demanded in ourſelves, or others, than 
ſuch a Light from Heaven, as ſhone round St. Paul, 
and. caſt him to the Ground. Secondly, That no one 
is to expect, or require, that another ſhould receive 
his Converſion, or Awakening, from the ſame Cauſe, 
or in the ſame Manner, as he has done, that is, that 
Heawen, or Hell, or the Fuſtice or Love of God, or 
Faith in Chriſt, either as our Light, or our Atonement, i 


it has been ſo with him. Thirdly, That this Stroke 7 
of Converſion, is not to be conſidered, as ſignifying 
our high State of a New Birth in Chriſt, or 'a Proof 
that we are on a ſudden made New Creatures, but 


after a Newneſs of Nature. Fouribly, That this 
Senfebility, or 'manifeft Feeling of the Operations of 
God upon our Souls, which we have experienced in 
theſe firſt Awakenings, are not to be expected, or 
defired, to go along. with us, through the Courſe f 
our Parification, Fb, That Regeneration, or the 

Renewal of our firſt Birth and State, is ſomething Ml 445 
entirely di/tin#, from this firſt ſudden Conver/ion, or 
Call to Repentance ; that it is not a Thing done in 
an Inſlant, but is a certain Proceſs, a gradual Releaſe 
from our Captivity and Diſorder, conſiſting of ſe- 
veral Stages and Degrees, both of Death and Life, 
which the Soul muſt go through, before it can have 
thoroughly put off the old Man. I will not ſay that Wn 
this muſt needs be in the /ame Degree in all, or that ln 

there cannot be any Exception to this. But thus 
much is true, and certain, that Jeſus Chriſt is our 
Pattern, that what he did for us, that we are alſo to 
do for ourſelves, or, in other Words, we muſt fo/low 


him in the Regeneration, For what he did, he did, both 
as 


4% 


as our Atonement, and Example, his Proceſs, or Courſe. 


l Pr of Life, Temptations, Sufferings, denying his OVA, 
Paul Will, Death and Reſurrection, was all done, and. 
Wen gone through, on our Account, becaũſe the human 
4 Soul wanted /e a Proceſs of. Regeneration and Re- 
N demption; becauſe, only in ſuch a gradual Proceſs, all 
that that was loſt in Adam, could be reſtored to us again, 
1 45 And therefore it is beyond all doubt, that this Proceſs 
meh, 1 is to be looked upon, as the ſtated Method of our 
80 N Purification. 
cr 9 It is well worth obſerving, that our.: Saviour's 
ifying y 4 reateft Trials, were near the End of his Proceſs or 
Proof $ ife, that he then experienced the /Sarfe// Part of 
„ "bu our Redemption. This might ſufficientiy ſhew us, 
A 1 our jirft awwakenings haye carried us but a little 
r ay; that we ſhould not then begin to be /e/f-aſſured 
Vp f our own Salvation, but remember, that we ſtand - 
d 10 at a great Diſtance from, and in great Ignorance of 
4. 4 our ſevereſt Trials. 
urſe of To ſum up all in a word: Nothing hath ſeparated 
* b 1 s from God but our ow Will, or rather our own 
cn 425 1 is our Separation from God. All the Diſorder, 
1 Ind Corruption, and Malady of our Nature, lies in 
10 N Fixedueſs of our own Will, Imagination, 
Releak | . Deſires, wherein we live to ourſelves, are our 
"co. pwn Center and Circumference, act wholly from our- 
141 TY 'B according to our own Will, Imagination and 
—_ Peſires. There is not the ſmalleſt degree of Evil 
FE wi L In us, but what ariſes from this Selſiſbneſe, becauſe we 
| are thus, All in All to ourſelves. 
or that A It is this Se/% that our Saviour calls upon us t 
ut thus ot it is this Life of Se/f, that we are to hate a 4 
is our nn d boſe, that the Kingdom of God may ariſe 6 
> alſo to 9 at is, that God's Will may be done in us. ” Me 
1 g N Þther Sacrifices that we make, whether of worldly 


as Goods, 


— — _ = 


(6). 
Goods, Honours or Pliafurer, are but ſmall Matters, 


compared to that Sacrifice and Deſtruction of a/! Se. 
neſs, as well ſpiritual, as natural, that muſt be made, 


before our Regeneration hath had its perfect Work. 
There is a Denial of our own Mill, and certain 
Degrees even of fe/f-denying Yirtues, which yet give 


no Diſturbance to hr Self. To be humble, M [ 
mortified, devout; patient in a certain Degree, and to 


be perſecuted for our Virtues, is no Hurt to this Self. 
iſkneſs; nay, Spiritual. ſelf muſt have all theſe Virtues 
to ſubſiſt upon; and his Life conſiſts, in ſeeing, knowing Wi 
and feeling the Bulk, Strength, and Reality of them. 
But ſtill in all this Shew, and Glitter of Virtue, there 
is an unpuriſed Rottom on which they ſtand, there is 
a SelfifÞneſs, which" can no more enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, than the Groſſneſs of Fleſh and 
Blood can enter into it. 

What we are to feel, and undergo in theſe /aff Pu- 


rifications, when the deepeſt Root of all Selfiſhneſs, 


as well ſpiritual as natural, is to be p/ucked up, and 


torn from us, or how we ſhall be able to ſtand in 
that Trial, are both of them equally impoſſible to 4 * 


be known by us before-hand. 


It is enough for us to know, that we hunger and | 4 


thirſt after the Righteouſneſs which is in Chriſt Jeſus; 
that. by Faith we defire, and hope to be in him 
new Creatures; to know, that the greateſt Humility, | 
the mot abſolute Reſignation of our whole ſelves un- 
to God, is our greateſt and higheſt Fitneſs, to receive 
our greateſt and cd Purification, from the Hands 
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